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Vaping Policy

Peponi School recognises that vaping has become prevalent in society in general and specifically
amongst its much younger members. It also recognises that whilst very little is understood about
its long-term effects on an individual's health, it is not a healthy activity and the School's position
must be to educate and prevent pupils from taking part.

The aims of this policy are:

e Todiscourage pupils from vaping for the following reasons:

It is injurious to health;

It is addictive;

It promotes, in a School context, secretive and unsafe behaviours;

It presents health and safety risks;

There is evidence to suggest that those who take up vaping are more likely to try other

addictive chemicals.

e To educate pupils about the dangers and consequences of smoking and vaping. This is
supported in the PSHE Education and Tutorial programmes run in the School.

e To develop a partnership with parents in order to dissuade pupils from vaping.

O O O O

Disciplinary Process

Vaping will be treated in the same regards as smoking of tobacco. All vaping paraphernalia are
prohibited items at Peponi School and should not be brought onto the premises or taken on any
trips or outings that take place as part of School life. A pupil may be searched if they are suspected
of carrying such items (please refer to the School's search policy). Pupils from whom vaping
apparatus is confiscated should expect it to be sent to a laboratory for analysis and themselves to
be subject to a precautionary drugs test, in accordance with the Drugs Policy. Similarly, any pupil
that has been caught vaping should expect to be subject to a precautionary drugs test.

[Sanctions for breaches of the school rules regarding vaping will be the same as those for smoking
tobaccol]

Initial Suspension - Pupils who are caught in possession of smoking paraphernalia or caught
vaping will be externally suspended from all activities of the school for two days. A pupil in the
presence of another pupil or pupils who is/are vaping will be regarded as having committed a
vaping offence and will be liable to the same sanctions.

Full Suspension - For any repeat offence a pupil caught in possession of vaping paraphernalia or
caught vaping can expect full suspension from school for a period of three or four days and will be
placed on a final warning.

If caught again whilst on a final warning, expulsion from Peponi School can be expected.

Selling or distributing vaping materials to other members of the school community or actively
encouraging others to possess or use vaping products, will result in a pupil being referred directly to
the Deputy Head (Pastoral), who will coordinate the investigation of the matter and write to the
pupil’'s parents. The sanction will ordinarily be a fixed period of suspension, and the pupil will be
placed on a Final Warning.

As above, if the offence is repeated whilst on a final warning, expulsion from Peponi School can be
expected.

Support
Whilst the policy is strict, support for pupils who find themselves addicted to vaping will be
provided. Support will be provided through
e The School Counsellors, the School nurses and where appropriate by the School Doctor;
e Personal support from HSMs, Resident Tutor and Tutors;
e Confidential counselling to assist pupils where this is needed; and
e Smoking and vaping awareness education in PSHE and Tutorial programmes.
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Communication with Parents

Housemasters/mistresses (HSM's) will inform parents if their son or daughter is known or found to
have been vaping at School or has been known or found to have been in possession or vaping
paraphernalia. An email will also be sent to parents by the Deputy Head (Pastoral) detailing the
sanction(s).
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