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Instructions 
 

 Use black ink or ball-point pen.  

 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name.  

 Answer the questions in the answer sheets provided. 
 

Information 
 

 The paper is divided into two sections: 

Section 1: Evidence questions 

Section 2: Essay questions 

 Section 1 is divided into three time periods: 

 Medieval Realms: Britain 1066–1485 (pages 2 and 3) 

 The Making of the United Kingdom: 1485–1750 (pages 4, 5 and 6) 

 Britain and Empire: 1750–1914 (pages 7 and 8) 

 You must choose one-time period and answer the evidence question. 

 You must also answer one essay question from Section 2. 

 You should spend five minutes reading and no more than twenty minutes on Section 1. 

 Handwriting and presentation are important. 
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SECTION 1 

EVIDENCE QUESTIONS 

 

MEDIEVAL REALMS: BRITAIN 1066–1485 

 

Read the introduction and the sources and then answer the question which follows. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

All the sources are about Thomas Becket and his relationship with Henry II. 

 

SOURCE A: a contemporary woodcut showing Becket’s death at the hands of the knights 

 

 
 
 
SOURCE B: from a modern British museum’s publication on Becket 

 

Henry was outraged and, although it is unclear whether he ever specifically ordered revenge 

for Becket’s actions, his furious outburst prompted four knights – Reginald FitzUrse, William de 

Tracy, Hugh de Morville and Richard le Bret – to travel to Canterbury in search of Becket. 

 

SOURCE C: based upon Edward Grim’s contemporary account of Becket’s murder 

 

Becket was persuaded by the monks to take refuge in the cathedral, but the knights chased after him, 

bursting into the cathedral with their swords drawn, shouting ‘Where is Thomas Becket, traitor to 

the king and the kingdom?’ The knights then rushed at him … roughly manhandling and dragging 

him, intending to kill him outside the church, or carry him away in chains. 

 
QUESTION 
 

Using all the sources and your own knowledge, how far do you agree that the four knights always 

intended to kill Thomas Becket?                     [20] 

 

NOW GO TO PAGE 7 FOR SECTION 2 
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THE MAKING OF THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1485–1750 

 

Read the introduction and the sources and then answer the question which follows. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
All the sources are about the Great Plague of London (1665) or the Great Fire of London (1666). 

 

SOURCE A: a late seventeenth-century engraving of the Great Fire of London of 1666 

 

 
 

SOURCE B: by a modern historian from the Museum of London, writing in 2016 about the Great 

Fire of London.  

 

The idea is that there was a silver lining to the tragedy of the fire, as it ended the great plague that 

swept the city from 1665–66. The fire is supposed to have wiped out London’s rats and fleas that 

spread the plague and burned down the houses which were a breeding ground for the disease. If 

anyone asks you about this, you can tell them that it’s not true. Here’s why: 
 

 The Great Fire only burnt about a quarter of the city so it could not have removed the plague 

from the whole city. 
 

 Many of the areas that were worst affected by the plague, such as Whitechapel, Clerkenwell 

and Southwark, were not destroyed by the fire. 
 

 The numbers of people dying from the plague were already falling from the winter of 1665 

onwards and people continued to die from the plague in London after the Great Fire. 
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SOURCE C: from the Diary of Samuel Pepys 

 

During the plague, great quantities of coals were burnt, all through the summer, on the advice of the 

doctors.  

Besides, it was suggested that the particles in the coal were helping to clear and purge the air, and 

render it wholesome and safe to breathe. 

 

QUESTION 

 

Using all the sources and your own knowledge, how far do you agree that the Great Fire of London 

actually helped the city after the disaster of the Great Plague?     [20] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW GO TO PAGE 7 FOR SECTION 2 
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BRITAIN AND EMPIRE 1750–1914 

 

Read the introduction and the sources and then answer the question which follows. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

All the sources show the problems with public health in the nineteenth century. 

 

SOURCE A: based on a contemporary account describing the Brick Lane slums in London 

 

Black and filthy, the road sticky with slime, and houses, rotten from chimney to cellar, leaning 

together ... Dark, silent, uneasy shadows passing and crossing – human vermin in this reeking stink 

... Women with sunken, black-rimmed eyes, whose pale faces appear and vanish by the light of an 

occasional gas lamp, and look so like ill-covered skulls that we are shocked by their stare. 

 

SOURCE B: an extract from a modern writer 

 

Dirt and disease were common in Victorian Britain. In the first half of the nineteenth century, poor 

sanitation and health care and inappropriate living conditions meant that the life expectancy of 

Britain’s population was low and three in twenty babies died before their first birthday. 

 

SOURCE C: a contemporary cartoon showing a Central Board of Health meeting; it shows 

the health authority ignoring the problem 
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QUESTION 

 
Using all the sources and your own knowledge, how far do you agree that it was poor living 

conditions which caused diseases in Victorian times?                 [20] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TURN OVER FOR SECTION 2 
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SECTION 2 

ESSAY QUESTIONS 

Answer ONE question from this section. 

Each question is worth 30 marks. 

You may NOT write about one of the following topics if you have already used it in the 

evidence section: Thomas Becket; the Great Plague and the Great Fire of London; or Public 

Health 

 

1) Choose a plot or rebellion you have studied and explain why it was successful or 

unsuccessful.             [30] 

 

2) Choose a decisive battle England/Britain fought and explain why the English/British side 

won or lost.             [30] 

 

3) How did an act of Parliament you have studied affect the government and people of 

England/Britain?            [30] 

 

4) Choose a monarch or political leader you have studied and explain why he or she is 

remembered today.            [30] 

 

5) Explain how and why religion caused conflict during the rule of a monarch you have studied. 

 [30] 

 

6) Choose a major change in religion or the Church and explain its consequences.   [30] 

 

7) How, and why, did ordinary life change in a period you have studied?    [30] 

 

8) Choose a key figure whose inventions helped change English/British people’s lives and 

explain how successful he or she was.          [30] 

 

9) Choose an important female figure you have studied and explain why she is remembered 

today.              [30] 

 

10)  How important was a scientific movement/invention in a period you have studied?   [30] 

 

 

 

(Total marks: 50) 


