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Instructions 

• Read the poem carefully and then answer all the questions  
 
Information 

• The total mark for this paper is 25 

• The marks for each question are shown at the end of the question. 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question. 
 
Advice 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.  

• Keep an eye on the time.  

• Write your answers neatly and in good English. 

• Use supporting evidence/quotes to support your points.  

• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
  



 

 

 

Blessing 
 

              The skin cracks like a pod. 
There never is enough water. 
Imagine the drip of it, 

4         the small splash, echo 
in a tin mug, 
the voice of a kindly god. 
 
Sometimes, the sudden rush 

8         of fortune. The municipal pipe bursts, 
silver crashes to the ground 
and the flow has found 
a roar of tongues. From the huts, 

12    a congregation : every man woman 
child for streets around 
butts in, with pots, 
brass, copper, aluminium, 

16       plastic buckets, 
frantic hands, 
 
and naked children 
screaming in the liquid sun, 

20       their highlights polished to perfection, 
flashing light, 
as the blessing sings 
over their small bones. 
 
Imtiaz Dharker 

 

 

 

Questions. 

1. What is the ground compared to? Why does the poet make this comparison? 3 marks 

2. Find ar least TWO metaphors used by the poet and explain their effect on the reader. 5 Marks 

3. List down 3 words from the poem that show that the people are poor. 3 marks 

4. In what ways would this poem apply to our own country Kenya? Write a short paragraph explaining how 

we would identify with this poem. 4 marks 

5. Write TWO paragraphs answering the question: How does the writer present poverty in this poem?                                                                                  

10 marks. 

 

 

 


