Sedge House
Boarding for ages 11 - 13 Years
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‘Education is the kindling of a flame,
not the filling of a vessel.’

Neil Price
Headmaster - Peponi House

Socrates (- 399 BCE)

Adrian Mark Durston
Headmaster - Peponi School

Headmasters’ Introduction
Peponi School is a magical place: a place
of learning, a source of lifelong memories
and above all somewhere children want to
be; boarding at Peponi combined with the
superb education provided by Peponi
House, creates an amazing opportunity for
a broad diversity of pupils. This reflects
well and enhances the Peponi House ethos
and motto, “a School of many nations and
a family of one.” Peponi School is,

fundamentally, a boarding school and one
that prides itself on its provision for
boarding based on the highly successful
boarding traditions set in the U.K.
Peponi House School has expanded its
boarding facility to accept pupils into
Years 7 and 8 as boarding pupils from
September 2021. This provides an
opportunity for both more distant national
pupils and international pupils to access

Peponi Schools at a younger age. Situated
on the Peponi School campus north of
Nairobi, Sedge House offers a truly
outstanding education based upon a
British independent boarding school
model.
All of us at Peponi are excited to
welcome our new Years 7 and 8 boarders
into Sedge House.
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‘Tell me and I forget.
Teach me and I remember.
Involve me and I learn.’
Benjamin Franklin (1706 – 1790)

The Aims of Sedge House are:
To provide excellent care and a truly outstanding educational experience for
all of our pupils whatever their abilities and aptitudes
To nurture children, enabling them to develop their full potential whilst
building a love of learning and a thirst for knowledge
To prepare our pupils for the life that lies ahead – academically, emotionally,
morally and spiritually
To foster in all of our pupils a confidence without arrogance and a respect for
everyone around them
To be a school community, within a school community: one that is open,
happy and friendly; welcoming all and judging none
To give pupils the opportunity to make a positive and meaningful
contribution to the life of the school and to the wider world
To provide a safe, friendly and fun boarding experience in which children can
develop their independence and confidence.

“Sedge is the
collective noun
for a group of
cranes.”

Summary of Structure
Our Year 7 and 8 boarders are Peponi House pupils and are
integrated into their wider year groups. They will live in a
dedicated Junior House at Peponi School, called Sedge
House. Their lessons will be taught in dedicated classrooms
by the outstanding specialist teachers at Peponi School and
they will utilise the excellent facilities and resources at the
Senior School. They will follow the same exciting and
innovative curriculum as their colleagues at Peponi House.
All Peponi House pupils – both boarders and day pupils –
will join together as one group for some lessons and most
games and activities. The boarders will travel to Peponi
House on several afternoons a week to encourage social
interaction and a deeper integration with their friends at
Peponi House. The Year 7 and 8 boarders will be able to
benefit from these sympathetic and supportive arrangements.
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Year 7 and 8 boarders will work under the supervision of
their Housemaster and the Head of the Lower School at
Peponi School. Both of these key staff will be responsible
for the liaison between the two schools and work with the
teachers at Peponi House to encourage and support the
progress of the children. Year 7 and 8 boarding pupils will
be prepared for entry to the Senior School in exactly the
same way as Peponi House day pupils. This will then lead to
the successful completion of the IGCSE curriculum.
Life within the Peponi Schools is not all about examination
success. Whilst this is important, it is more essential that
pupils in our care establish good learning habits, an
attention to detail and the ability to work both
independently and collaboratively.
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Boarding at Sedge House
Welcome to Sedge House, our dedicated Junior House for Boarders
from Year 7 to 9. Set within our beautiful and extensive campus on the
outskirts of Nairobi, within Northlands Ranch, Sedge House offers our
boarding pupils a real ‘home away from home’. Under the careful
supervision of our Boarding Houseparents, Resident Tutors and
Matrons, the House provides a nurturing and welcoming environment
from which our pupils can learn and thrive.
With girls on the first floor and boys on the ground floor, the newly
refurbished accommodation in Sedge House consists of beautifully
furnished twin rooms. These are complete with new bunkbeds, bespoke
workstations, wardrobes and comfortable chairs. Our boarders enjoy
their own Common Room, fully equipped with television, table tennis,
pool and other games, as well as access to their own kitchen and
washrooms. Sedge House provides a caring, family backdrop to each
pupil’s education - we pride ourselves on the warm and friendly
atmosphere. The pupils are encouraged to develop an awareness of, and
respect for, the needs of others, whilst exploring opportunities for
responsibility and learning to embrace our community.

At evenings and weekends Peponi School offers an
enviable array of activities. This is truly a 24-hour
boarding environment. In addition to having full access
to the extensive facilities on site at Peponi School,
Sedge House pupils benefit from unique opportunities
at Northlands Ranch where they can experience a
wealth of activities: from shooting to kayaking to
cycling and assault courses. Within the House, pupils
relax with friends in the Common Room, on the lawn,
around the BBQ, or simply chilling in their own rooms
– all nestled within a family atmosphere.
Peponi School is a vibrant and welcoming school and
our newest members of the family in Sedge House will
be a fabulous addition to the life of this busy, active
and ambitious school community.

Parents can be confident that their children will have a lot of
fun whilst having high standards of academic rigour, first class
pastoral care and wide and varied extra-curricular
opportunities. All pupils will be supported in their studies and
parents will have numerous opportunities each term to speak to
their child's tutor and subject teachers.
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Academic
Peponi School pupils in Year 7 and 8 will follow the core
elements of the British National Curriculum and, importantly,
will be set expectations that allow them to access the highest
goals intended for the most academic children. Many children
choose to join Peponi Schools at the beginning of Year 7 and
continue their Senior School education through to A level in
our Sixth Form. The curriculum at Peponi School for Year 7
and 8 will take the very best of the British National Curriculum
and then add to this elements to make it personal to Peponi,
Kenya and Africa. Our pupils will learn the core subjects of
English, Maths and Science and then have a range of subjects
such as Geography, History, Drama, ICT, Music, Art,
Languages and RS to add a depth of study which not only
covers the UK curriculum but also uses our stunning Kenyan
setting to enhance their study. Being in such a wonderful
school environment, the pupils in Years 7 and 8 will each week
take part in adventure tasks on the Northlands Ranch. These
tasks will combine the best of outdoor education with the
taught curriculum to make Peponi School truly unique amongst
international schools not only in Kenya but globally.

Having a Year 7 entry at the Sedge House allows pupils from
across the continent to join Peponi and enjoy the benefits of
boarding in one of the very best schools in Kenya. Our aim is
to ensure that their transition into Peponi School is a
productive and enjoyable one. Our boys and girls are articulate,
well informed, sensible and good fun and move on into the
Shell (Year 9) fully prepared to meet with enthusiasm the new
challenges that lie ahead. Pupils in Sedge House are given
greater responsibility and the opportunity to lead, whether as
team captains, prefects or Junior Head of School, and we
strongly believe that these opportunities provide a good
stepping-stone towards the more demanding world of Senior
School.

Entry into Sedge House
Peponi House and Peponi School pride themselves on having a
diverse mix of pupils and aim to provide an education that
allows all abilities to excel. As with other entry points across the
schools, an entrance assessment will be taken or reports from
previous schools will be required. We want pupils to be
motivated, confident and ready for a challenge and so while we
look for previous academic success, we want pupils to
demonstrate potential.
Please contact our Registrar for more information.

Sport
Sport is an important component of Peponi House
and Peponi School education and all pupils are
encouraged to develop their talents and fully
participate in a wide range of physical activity.
Inclusion, participation and enjoyment are the
underlying principles of the school’s “sport for all”
ethos, which is designed to offer all pupils a richness
of opportunity and the chance to discover new skills.
A varied range of physical activities contributes to the
rounded education pupils receive at Peponi Schools.
The sports curriculum at both schools allows pupils to
learn and have fun in an environment that provides
open and fair opportunity for all.
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Peponi Schools offer an excellent range of on-site sporting
facilities and a dedicated team of specialist games teachers
who provide expert coaching in a wide variety of team and
individual sports. The greatest possible opportunity is
provided for all boys and girls to represent the school in
competitive fixtures.
A full calendar of fixtures against other schools and House
sports events are a large part of school life at Peponi Schools.
Sedge House pupils will be fully eligible for teams in all sports
at Peponi House, and their games sessions will be with Peponi
House pupils and benefiting from the facilities at both schools.

Extra-Curricular
At Peponi Schools we are passionate in our belief in the importance to
every pupil of being fully engaged and fulfilled in the extra-curricular
life of the school – and the experience at Sedge House is no exception.
Extra-curricular is at the heart of our ethos and we are full of pupils
who embrace the wide-ranging opportunities that Peponi Schools have
to offer. This makes Peponi pupils active and purposeful and also
builds a fun and vibrant community.
The extra-curricular sphere of school life allows for all pupils to be
challenged, to try out new activities, and to pursue their passions
within a supportive environment. It enriches the educational
experience of pupils and develops skills and character traits that spill
over into other areas of school life and beyond – work habits,
leadership, teamwork and a sense of duty or service.
Breadth of experience is paramount and there really is something for
everyone from Music, Drama, Creative Arts, and the President’s Award
Scheme (DofE), to Community Service, Charitable Activities, and the
Model United Nations. Our philosophy in all of these spheres is one
of striving for excellence but, just as importantly, it is one of full
participation with pupils at all levels being given the opportunity to
perform or represent the school. The enthusiasm, endeavour and
personal achievements of all individuals is equally valued and
recognised, and it is here that the close links with the House system are
most evident at both Peponi House and into the future at Peponi
School. The supportive and encouraging atmosphere within the
Houses further promotes the confidence, resilience, self-awareness and
ambition that pupils gain from their extra-curricular exploits.

12

13

Worship and Community
Every living community needs a heartbeat and at Peponi Schools this heartbeat is its community,
its diversity and its spirit. Both schools meet collectively a least once a week and at Peponi School
we meet together every morning for prayers. We are a family and one that has a depth of purpose
that creates a feeling of worth in all our children. Peponi School cherishes it cultural and religious
diversity. We have children from a very wide range of World religions. Our focus in religious
practice is spiritual and in 2020 Peponi School invested in a specific building dedicated to prayer,
reflection and peace. The School Chapel is a place where all of our community can find solace
and spend time to think and reflect; it is a place to ask questions and challenge our thoughts.
There will be Christian services three times a week and all of our pupils are welcome to attend.
There will also be non-denominational services for prayer and reflection every week that are,
again, open to all. Boarding pupils will have a service on Sunday evening and this marks for the
school the beginning of the week.
A fundamental belief at Peponi School is that our faith needs to be celebrated and, in addition to
our daily prayers and time for thought and reflection, a special dedicated place of worship is an
essential asset of any school. Chapel has become a new centre – not a heartbeat – but a place
where our hearts can beat together. Whether one is passionate about the value of humanity, awed
by the mysteries of the universe, or puzzled by the moral complexities of modern life, Peponi’s
Chapel can help us to process our ideas, give us space to think, and offer comfort and hope.
In Chapel we can pause from the rush of the hectic term: to listen, to reflect, to think, to broaden
our perspectives from the inevitably inward focused and preoccupations of school life. Eyes and
hearts are encouraged not only to look in, but to look out and up.

Our Location
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To Thika

Peponi School
Kenyatta University

Peponi House

Peponi School is set on a stunning fifty acre campus at Ruiru just
north of Nairobi. We benefit from excellent transport links both
within Kenya and internationally.

Transport
By Car
We are twenty minutes from the centre of Nairobi at Junction 11
on the main A2 highway.

Nairobi CBD

Wilson Airport
Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport

By Plane
We are just forty-five minutes from both Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport and Wilson Airport. We arrange escorted
pick up and drop off for all our international students.

Athi River

To Mombasa

By Bus
We operate daily and weekly bus services to and from all main areas
of Nairobi for our pupils.

Get in touch
Peponi School
registrar@peponischool.org
P.O. Box 232, Northlands Ranch, Ruiru 00232
+(254) 020 354 6456
+(254) 0733 615 139; +(254) 0722 287 248
www.peponischool.org

