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PRIZE GIVING

Mwai Kibaki (1931 - 2022)

“Only by addressing the root causes of conflict and 
disputes can we hope to find lasting peace in a just and 

equitable world.”







Introduction

I am delighted to say that Prize Giving is 
back and we return to its more familiar 
structure.  �e Covid pandemic has 
a�ected the way that we have lived for just 
over two years; however, steadily and 
positively, we seem to be moving into a 
guarded normality characteristic of our 
pre-covid, way of life. .  In his �rst address 
to the nation, H.E. President Kenyatta 
encouraged us to be positive, look forward 
and support each other as the crisis begun 
to seriously a�ect vast areas of our activity. 
He reminded us that we have “faced other 
crisis in the past and we have always 
triumphed by coming together in the 
spirit of national unity and cooperation.” 

Now that we have entered the period of 
re�ection we can begin to celebrate where 
we have triumphed and where we need to 
adjust. As a school, we have survived and, 
in many respects, we have done much more 
than merely survive: our classes of 2020 
and 2021 are now at their universities and 
the current Upper VI pupils are preparing 
to enter their future schools.

Over the course of this year, the school 
experience has returned to its more 
expected form; activities have started, 
competitive sports �xtures have resumed 
and classrooms are returning to places of 
interaction rather than isolation.  Have we 
triumphed?  I think in important areas we 
have and all parts of our community and 
indeed our nation can be thankful for what 
has been achieved. �ere has been sadness 
and our thoughts to all those severely 
a�ected by the pandemic must always 
remain. However, with our triumphs, it is 
important to look forward with renewed 
con�dence and a determination to 
remember what we have learnt, apply better 
practice, and continue to adapt and change 
as the times encourage. Con�dence is 
important and every individual, who is part 
of our community, can rightfully be part of 
a Peponian Community that can face the 
future with renewed enthusiasm, 
determination and pride in what they have 
achieved. Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd 
President of the United States, was a man 
who faced a number of crisis in his time as 
President and in earlier roles in the State of 
New York. 
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He said this about con�dence; 

“con�dence thrives on honesty, 
on honour, on the sacredness of 
obligations, on faithful 
protection and on unsel�sh 
performance. Without them 
con�dence cannot live.”

As we return to our more “normal” 
school and we celebrate the performance 
of our children today, let us remember 
Roosevelt’s words – for con�dence to 
thrive, we must encourage honesty, 
honour, obligation and sel�essness.  

In my last introduction to this 
publication I �nished with a poem; this 
is a tradition that I think I will 
continue.  �is year I would like to 
conclude with C.S. Lewis, beautiful 
poem about love and life. It is an 
eloquent unveiling on what was once an 
empty life of the self-absorbed. It is the 
end that is important, it is where the 
narrator realises what he has been 
lacking - love and sel�essness.  For the 
narrator, it is too late but for those of us 
remaining, it is a lesson.  

All this is �ashy rhetoric about loving you

I've never had a sel�ess thought since I was born

I am mercenary and self-seeking through and 
through

I want God, you, all friends merely to serve my 
turn

Peace, reassurance, pleasure are the goals I seek

I cannot crawl one inch outside my proper skin

I talk of love, a scholar's parrot may talk greek

but, self-imprisoned, always end where I begin

Only that now you have taught me,

but how late my lack, I see the chasm

and everything you are was making my heart

into a bridge, by which I might get back from 
exile and grow man...

and now the bridge is breaking

For this I bless you as the ruin falls

the pains you give me are more precious than

all other gains.

Mark Durston,
Headmaster

As the Ruin Falls 
by C.S. Lewis



It isn't su�cient just to want - you've 
got to ask yourself what you are going 
to do to get the things you want.
 - Franklin D. Roosevelt



ACADEMIC



Dean Introduction
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�e 2021/22 academic year marked the 
dawn of a new, lean management structure 
aimed at e�ective leadership and 
management of the institution's core 
business-curriculum implementation. 
Deviating from the traditional faculty 
structures, under the new dispensation, the 
Deputy Head (Academic) is now assisted by 
two Deans of Studies who work in close 
liaison to ensure a seamless �ow of the daily 
teaching and learning programme.

Deans occupy a unique place in the 
continuum of academic administrators as the 
facilitating link among departments, faculty 
members, students, and the Schools 
Leadership Team. In this regard, they are 
keen to maintain a warm, cordial and 
harmonious relationship within the Peponi 
community to ensure all activities are 
undertaken in light of furthering the best 
interests of the students and our stake 
holders. 

By promoting and enhancing the existing 
channels of communication, the Deans hope 
to administer and enforce school policies, 
strengthen Parents-Teachers communication, 
establish steps and procedures in handling 
cropping pedagogical challenges, assist the 
faculty in the organization and planning of 
campus-wide events, exchange programmes 
and o�er additional support to sta�.

In keeping sync with the National 
Curriculum for England and Wales, Art, 
Mathematics, English, Drama, Sciences, 
Geography, History and ICT are 
compulsory subjects in Key Stage 3. In Key 
Stage 4, Mathematics, English and Sciences 
are compulsory for all pupils whilst they 
have an option of choosing one or taking 
both of the remaining subjects, in addition 
to Business Studies and Computer Science 
that are introduced at this stage. As they 
transition to Key Stage 5, Economics is 
introduced as a new addition, however, as 
an optional subject based on a pupil's 
interest and future career prospects.

�e Deanery brings together the 
Mathematics and English Departments, 
Geography, History, Art, Music, Computer 
Science and Information Technology. Mr. 
Jimmy Carter Ogodo leads a team of 
strong, vibrant and enthusiastic 
professionals that includes;

Mr. Jimmy Carter Ogodo
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Mr. Adrian Mark Durston, �e Headmaster and Teacher of History

Ms Sylvia Meruh, Deputy Head (Academic), Teacher of Geography

Mr. Karl Cook, Deputy Head (Pastoral), Teacher of English

Mr. David Kimani, Head of Career and University Placement, Teacher of Mathematics

Mr. Fred Matu, Head of Crane

Ms. Mary Mukule, Housemistress of Sedge House, Teacher of Art

Ms. Claire Nightingale, Head of Awards Teacher of English and History

Mr. James Laight, Director of Creative Arts and Music

Mr Peter Nduati, Teacher of Economics and Business

Mr. Samuel Njoroge, Teacher of Economics and Business

Ms Emily Litoro, Teacher of Geography

Ms. Betty Wakhu, Teacher of Art

Mr. Antony Mogere, Teacher of Mathematics

Mr. Julian Pallister, Teacher of Mathematics

Mr. John Kutner, Teacher of ICT

Mr. �omas Njuguna, Teacher of Computer Science and ICT

Mrs. Lillian Ayatta Teacher of English

Mr Joseph Njuguna, Teacher of History

Mr. John Njoroge, Teacher of Mathematics

Ms. Sabina Okech, Teacher of English and Drama

Mr. Joseph Njuguna, Teacher of History

Mr. George Kimani, Learning Support, English

Mrs. Miriam Kinyua, Learning Support,  Mathematics

�e Deanery is comprised of the following teachers:
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�e new opportunities and a renewed sense 
of energy that have been a core part of the 
formation of the two new Deaneries, have 
been warmly welcomed at Peponi school. 

I �rmly believe that one must embrace 
change, and there has been plenty of it thus 
far. From institutional-scale change that has 
seen a re-modelling of teacher 
responsibilities to the gradual return to the 
‘old normal’ and the re-introduction of the 
many activities and celebrations that make 
up our school calendar. �e academic year 
of 2021/22 has o�ered all members of the 
Common Room, and our young learners, a 
chance to approach their work in a 
di�erent manner.

�is commitment to innovation is a core 
facet that the Deans are keen to promote 
across the school, with impact ranging from 
an increased sense of creativity in the 
classroom; to re-modelling how we as 
teaching professionals assess and learn from 
one another. I want to encourage all 
members of the Peponi community to 
strive and commit to a new modus operandi 
this academic year.

The Deanery is the amalgamation of the 
Science subjects along with Physical 
Education, the Modern Foreign Languages, 
Religious Studies, Psychology and 
Sociology, and finally, whole-school games. 
Mr. Seoras Strain facilitates all teaching 
professionals within the Deanery. This has 
both short and long term implications from 
assisting the Deputy Head (Academic) in 
the day-to-day management of the school, 
up to spearheading the continual 
professional development of teachers in the 
school.

The Deanery contains a range of subjects 
which, in the mainstay, follow the 
Cambridge specification.  Those subjects 
that also choose to follow the 
Edexcel-Pearson curricula include Religious 
Studies, French, Kiswahili and the range of 
Science subjects.

Mr. Seoras Strain



Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”10.

�e Deanery is comprised of the following teachers:

Mr. Simon Odundo – Teacher of Physics

Mr. Collins Kaunda – Teacher of Physics

Mr. Robin Backhouse – Teacher of Biology

Ms. Pauline Amondi – Teacher of Biology

Mr. Ephraim Wachara – Teacher of Chemistry

Mr. Charles Kamande – Teacher of Chemistry

Ms. Jacqueline Olembo – Teacher of French and Kiswahili

Mr. Yohann Henry – Teacher of French and Spanish

Mrs. Maria Gosalbez – Teacher of Spanish

Ms. Saniya Kakkar – Teacher of Sociology and Psychology and Teacher of PE

Mrs. Anne Maina – Teacher of Psychology and Sociology and Senior Tutor

Mr. Dayne Massey – Director of Sport

Mrs. Joyce Muthoni – Teacher of PE

Mr. James Mwangi – Head of Boys' Games

Mr. Duncan Okinyo - Head of Girls' Games

Mr. Oscar Kambona – Racquet Sports & Football Specialist

Mrs. Grace Mugoh – Strength & Conditioning Specialist

Ms. Rhoda Kuira - Hockey & Netball Specialist

Mr. Paul Oduor - Water Sports Specialist

Mr. Billy Odengo - Rugby & Cricket Specialist

Mr. Ancet Wafula - Basketball Specialist

Mr. Eric Kanyiri - Outdoor & Adventure Sports Specialist



Mr. Karl Cook- Teacher of English & 
Deputy Head (Pastoral)

Mrs. Lillian Ayatta- Teacher of English

Mrs. Claire Nightingale- Teacher of 
English & Director of Awards

Mrs. Sabina Okech- Teacher of 
English and Drama.

the department has inspired, mentored 
and furnished our learners with priceless 
reading, writing and communication 
skills. 

Apart from the diverse lessons where 
pupils cover various genres of Literature 
such as drama, poetry, short stories and 
the novel, the faculty also oversees the 
Diploma and Charter Reading 
programmes and we can con�dently say 
that this extra reading continues to 
develop the love for reading among the 
pupils. As usual the pinnacle of our 
achievement is the impressive 
performance in English and Literature in 
the public examinations. Below are four 
tables showing the excellent results posted 
by our candidates in the external 
examinations of June 2021.

�e English Department has maintained 
its tradition of hard work and impeccable 
achievement throughout the academic 
year 2021-2022. From the Juniors in 
Form 1& 2 to the Seniors soon joining 
various Universities all across the world, 

English

Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”11.

Number of Grades

English Literature

A*    A    B    C    D    E    F    G    U    TOTAL

17    21    8     2     0    0     0     0     0        50

Number of Grades

AS Literature Results

A      B    C    D    E    U   Candidates

2       0     1    0     0     0          3

Number of Grades

Subject

A Level Literature Results

A*    A     B    C   D    E    U    Candidates

2       1     2     1    1    0     0            7

English Department Members: 

Subjects at a glance:
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�e department cannot celebrate our success without mentioning the top pupils in Kenya in 
English and Literature in last year’s examinations.

IGCSE English Language Millie Ra�man emerged the top candidate in Kenya. 

A Level English Literature: Tracy Madut was the top pupil in Kenya. 

Well done to the two scholars and we hope that the current candidates also follow in 
their footsteps and post excellent results.

1.

2.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Inter House Debate Rhino Cup Debate
�e Senior Inter House debate as usual 
was closely contested with the two 
dominant Houses in debate breathing 
down each other’s necks. Both Chala and 
Elementaita won all their debates and the 
�nal decision came to the slim margin of 
2 points which saw Chala reclaim their 
title as Debate Champions after a dry 
spell of 2 years when the cup went to 
Elementaita.

Well done to the House teams made up 
of the following:

A team of 3 pupils participated in the 
competitive Rhino Cup Debate. �e 
team made up of Samar Ahmed, Ella 
Ndubai, Ryan Gontier and Dean Ngirici 
were quite impressive and con�dent but 
sadly lost to Brookhouse- Karen. We 
hope to see them regroup and strategize 
for the next round which will be held in 
October 2022.

Verse Speaking
In February, 4 pupils took part in the 
Annual Verse Speaking Competition 
organised by Nairobi Academy. �e 
group was impressive in terms of poetry 
interpretation, elocution and the use of 
facial expressions. I believe 
congratulations are in order to Bianca 
Aggarwal, Pasha Haria, Miranda 
Kansiime and Siana �ethy.

Chala - Champions: Pascha 
Hullsman, Ryan Gontier and 
Aditya Saini

Elementaita - Runners up: Samar 
Ahmed, Maansi Ruparel, Ella 
Ndubai and Joanne Wainaina 

Jipe - Lakhia Hullsman, Diya 
Obuonja and Edith Barret

Magadi - Saahir Dewany, Sarthak 
Nanda and Joshua D’Souza
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World Scholar’s

With the world gradually but surely 
coming out of lock down due to the 
pandemic, the scholars were excited to 
once again take part in the regional 
competitions held in February at the 
Light Academy. All the teams did 
exceptionally well and quali�ed for the 
Global Round to be held in Summer 
2022. We wish them the best of luck and 
hope to see them go all the way to the 
Tournament of Champions to be held in 
Yale in November.

As we celebrate our success over the last 
year we still believe that we can better our 
best and ascend to even greater heights of 
success in the next academic year. To 
quote the words of a philosopher, we 
encourage our pupils to:

Listen to the silence
It speaks

Listen to your heart
It knows.
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Both the Junior and Senior participants 
raised the bar by presenting some truly 
impassioned renditions from classics to the 
more contemporary pieces. �e nursery 
rhymes in the choral category lent themselves 
to some intriguing interpretations that left us 
all in awe as to how much can be achieved if 
we allow our creative juices to �ow. In the 
end, there had to be a winner and Jipe took 
the trophy. Some outstanding performances 
were also acknowledged in both the Junior 
and Senior categories, namely Ariana Mehta, 
Saahir Dewany, Katie Anderson and John 
Barigo.

�e department continues to grow in the 
number of students taking Drama at IGCSE 
level and achieving excellent results and it is 
our hope that this interest will soon be 
re�ected at A Level.

�e Peponi School production of the play 
�e Crucible by Arthur Miller, ‘a story 
from the past brought crashing into the 
present’ was quite a treat after the dry 
spell occasioned by the pandemic. 
Despite having a cast that was 
predominantly junior students, they did 
justice to this riveting play which revolves 
around the accused, the accuser and their 
fates. It run for two shows; one for the 
whole school and the other for the school 
community and both had a truly 
appreciative audience, responding to the 
delicate nuances of the play and often 
time dark humour. �e Headmaster’s 
introductory remarks drew parallels to 
our modern context, encouraging us to 
not only identify with the victims of the 
persecution but also with those who were 
in the position to judge.

One of the highlights was the opening 
scene which had a �ashback of the girls 
dancing in the forest while Tituba 
performs witchcraft. �is had a local 
�avour of Kenyan juju with the drum 
beats and the cauldron emitting smoke, 
all cleverly accentuated with the lighting 
and use of levels. 

Earlier in the Michaelmas term, the 
whole school was entertained to a feast of 
performances in mainly two categories; 
monologues and dramatised choral verse.  

Drama



�e results for these sittings are no 
exception. At IGCSE, the A* to C (or 9 
to 4 as it is now known) was 98% with 
fully 61% recording grades of A* or A. 
For the AS papers, the percentages were 
92% A to C with 56% being A grades. At 
A Level, 93% of the candidates secured 
grades of A* to C with a wonderful 70% 
being A* or A.

Mathematics remains at the academic 
heart of Peponi School. �e aims of the 
teaching and learning of Mathematics are 
to encourage pupils to;

recognise that Mathematics permeates 
the world around us,

appreciate the usefulness, power, and 
beauty of Mathematics,

enjoy Mathematics and develop 
patience and persistence when solving 
problems.

Irrespective of their starting points, the 
programmes of learning ensure that the 
high expectations that we have for all 
pupils are met by incorporating di�erent 
learning pathways that empower them to 
reach their potential.

�e Department is immensely proud of 
our successes over the years and the 
popularity of the subject in Peponi. It is, 
of course, mandatory at IGCSE but many 
of our pupils choose to go on to study it 
at A Level and beyond. Currently, 60% 
of our VI Form do so, making it easily 
the most chosen subject. Moreover, our 
pupils have a history of posting excellent 
results at all levels.

Mathematics
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2020-2021 Examinations

Our junior, non-examination, years 
continue to shine at a range of external 
Mathematics competitions. Covid 
restrictions once again prevented the 
Strathmore University Contests from 
being held but the international ones, 
held by the University of Waterloo, 
Canada, were still sat. 

Our Shell pupils will sit for the Gauss 
Contest just before Prize Giving. 

Contests



Pascal 1st Reeyan Shah Cayley 1st  Carlo Blunsum

 2nd Samskara Shah  2nd Ryan Gontier

 3rd Dev Gardi   3rd Maansi Ruparel

 4th Ruchi Raja  4th Aman Shah

 5th Prinay Galaiya  5th Tara Vora

Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”16

All these termly battles have been closely 
fought and it is encouraging to see the 
�eld of contestants growing each term 
and, in particular, to see some of our 
younger pupils trying their hand at it     
(a Shell pupil very nearly stole the prize 
last term.) alongside ballooning parental 
interest and support. 

Congratulations go to all those 
mentioned above but also to all the many 
other pupils that have worked and 
succeeded so impressively over this 
academic year. �eir enthusiasm and 
commitment are the reason for the 
continued strength of this faculty.

�ese contests are very demanding and 
our winners’ scores compare well to the 
world averages. In addition to the 
‘internationals’ we have our internal, 
junior series of challenges. Several 
problems are set over the course of a term 
that require problem-solving abilities over 
and above those needed for the standard 
curricula. Each term, the Fermat Cup is 
presented to the pupil that has solved the 
most in the best style. �ere have been 
several close-fought battles this year and, 
emerging from these, the winners to date 
are;

Our Lower and Upper V pupils sat respectively for the Pascal and Cayley Contests in 
Hilary with some noteworthy performances. Our top �ve were;

Trinity 2020

Michaelmas 2020

Hilary 2021

Trinity 2021

Michaelmas 2021

Hilary 2022

Ryan Gontier,

Neha Shah,

Neha Shah,

Maansi Ruparel,

Maansi Ruparel &

Ryan Gontier,

Diva Shah.



Earlier this year we said farewell to Dr. Mulanda, a long-standing Biology teacher at Peponi. 
Dr. Mulanda is known to many in the community and we all wish him the best for his 
recovery. We were fortunate to have within school Ms. Amondi, a Biology specialist, who was 
able to step in and take the reins. Between us we have continued to push our pupils to achieve 
success at all levels. Despite the challenges, we were delighted that our pupils achieved two of 
the highest accolades possible - the highest scores in Kenya at both AS and A Level Biology. A 
number of our pupils have also achieved o�ers and places to study subjects such as Medicine 
and Pharmacy and our pupils continue to go on to further study in a range of subjects within 
the Biological Sciences. Overall, we have been impressed by the enthusiasm and attainment of 
our pupils across all the year groups. We look forward to more of the same next year.

Biology

Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”17.

In September 2021 we welcomed our �rst 
intake of Form I & II pupils. �ese 
pioneers have shown energy and interest 
throughout the year, as they put in place 
the important foundations of Biology. 
We continue to review and develop the 
programme. We have created a 
programme of study that hopefully 
inspires them in the subject as well as 
providing the fundamental academic 
basics.

�is year saw the commencement of the 
‘Forest School’ project. �is is an 
ambitious and long-term plan to plant an 
indigenous forest on the school site. To 
date, we have planted around 50 
seedlings from across a range of Kenyan 
species. Some of these are listed on the 
IUCN Red List and we are hopeful that 
one day our site can be a source of new 
seeds to help conserve these important 
species in the country. Over time, we 
hope to develop the site to feature an 
outdoor classroom which we can use to 
teach our pupils about the natural world.
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As part of the Forest School project the 
Forms I and II pupils have been on two 
�eld trips. �e �rst was to Karuru Forest 
where the pupils learned about the 
history of the forest and about our 
indigenous species. �e second was to 
Brackenhurst in Limuru where the pupils 
learned hands-on skills in seed collecting, 
potting, planting and about the threats of 
invasive plant species. �ey also brought 
back a number of seedlings which have 
been planted at our own forest site.

PAWS (Peponi African Wildlife Society) 
has also developed over the year, now 
evolving into a Junior activity steered by a 
small group of keen Lower Sixth Form 
assistants. 

In addition to this, PAWS has 
undertaken two �eld trips this year. �e 
�rst was a trip to Nairobi National Park 
where, amongst many other animals, the 
pupils spotted an unbelievable 10 
Southern White Rhinos. �ey learned 
about the national signi�cance of the 
park as well as developing knowledge 
about a range of Kenyan wildlife. In the 
second term they undertook a residential 
trip to Soysambu Conservancy on the 
shores of Lake Elementaita. 

Again, we had some wonderful wildlife 
encounters - I don’t think any of us will 
forget the evening when an inquisitive 
Spotted Hyena came to visit us during 
dinner! Another highlight was visiting the 
Kenya Bird of Prey Trust rescue centres 
in Soysambu and Naivasha. PAWS 
members are now looking at building a 
long-term relationship with the Trust, 
with three hoping to spend a week 
interning with them towards the end of 
the year.

Some of the activities at school have 
included:

Starting a camera trapping project to 
gather photos and videos of local 
animal species

Commissioning the construction of 
owl boxes to help our resident owls 
raise their o�spring in safety

Developing an animal rescue centre 
where injured wildlife can be 
temporarily housed while they await 
veterinary attention
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�e academic year 2021/22 started o� on a celebratory mood with the release of IGCSE and 
A Level results. At IGCSE level, 100% of the candidates scored A*-C, with 22 out 35 
candidates obtaining A*

At A Level, there was a similar 100% pass of A*-C, with 4 candidates obtaining the much 
coveted A* and another 4 obtaining As. at AS.  Pascha Hulsmann scooped the outstanding 
Cambridge Learners Award in Kenya for posting the highest mark in Chemistry.

During the year, the Shell pupils have been actively involved with the Princeton Science 
project, where their practical and investigating skills have been enhanced. �e Shell pupils 
have carried out detailed investigations under the guidance and supervision of their teachers. 
Mr. Wachara and Mr. Kamande have worked tirelessly to make Chemistry as appealing as 
possible. �e Chemistry Department hopes to see many Peponi students take the forefront in 
the medical research laboratories, especially at this time when the world is trying to win the 
battle on controlling Covid-19.

Our students continue to take up courses in Engineering, Medicine and other related �elds in 
some of the top universities in the world. We still continue to celebrate Rhea Shah on her 
admission to the prestigious UCL to study Medicine.

Chemistry
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At Peponi, Physics is o�ered as two courses in 
two stages. �e IGCSE course comes under 
the Pearson umbrella where three 
examination options (Separate Sciences, 
Double Award and Single Science Physics) 
are available. �e advanced course, taught at 
AS and A-Levels, is examined by Cambridge 
International Examinations, CIE. 

�e teaching and learning of Physics is 
intended to inculcate, in learners, the critical 
skills of scienti�c inquiry while developing 
life-long attitudes and mindsets underpinning 
good practice in science such as curiosity, 
systematic approach to problem-solving, 
objectivity, initiative, creativity and 
inventiveness. 

Being cognisant of the evolving world we live 
in, the study of Physics focuses on enabling 
learners to acquire su�cient knowledge, skills 
and understanding to become con�dent 
citizens in a technological world and to 
develop an informed interest in scienti�c 
matters. While appreciating the usefulness of 
the subject, pupils are also expected to 
recognise the limitations of scienti�c methods 
and acknowledge that the applications of 
Physics may be both bene�cial and 
detrimental to the individual, the community 
and the environment. In light of which, 
constant observance of safety is imbued in 
learners right from the outset. �ey are 
expected to demonstrate due care for the 
environment and that, in the context of 
health and safety, they understand their 
responsibility to themselves, others and 
society. 

Additionally, it is envisioned that early 
development of the right combination of 
knowledge and skills places learners on the 
right trajectory towards further study of 
Physics and eventual entry into relevant 
careers such as Engineering.

�e overarching aims and objectives of the 
subject are met by leveraging varied 
teaching methods to suit individual 
abilities of learners. �e gifted and most 
able are challenged and stretched beyond 
the immediate con�nes of the 
examination syllabus; whilst those of more 
modest ability are carefully guided to 
attain a clear grasp of the essential 
principles of Physics. 

Experimental work forms an integral part 
of the courses as it provides the platform 
not only for learning essential skills but 
also for arriving at a more secure 
understanding of concepts. Besides 
conventional classroom practice, 
additional teaching-learning methods such 
as discovery, discussion, reading, tackling 
problems, researching and presenting 
ideas, learning how to use secondary 
sources, �eldwork and the use of ICT to 
enrich experience, all play a vital part in 
helping pupils to make timely progress. 

Physics
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Geography

�e Geography department celebrates a number of successes including trips and exemplary 
IGCSE and A Level results. Our IGCSE candidates in the 2021-22 cohort did us proud as they 
performed exceptionally well. �ere was a marked improvement in performance in the public 
IGCSE Geography exam compared to the Mock results. �e A*s increased from 2 in the Mock 
Exams to 10 in the �nal IGCSE exam. �is shows that out of 47 candidates, 43 scored a C grade 
and above which accounts for 91 percent pass in the subject. At A Level, the A*-C pass rate was at 
85%. We, as a department are very proud of our pupils.

Having not done trips for a while due to the Covid pandemic, we were more than happy to 
resume a semblance of normalcy by exposing pupils to �eld work studies. �ese trips are the very 
essence of learning Geography. �e Geography department embarked on a trip to Mombasa 
during the Michaelmas term. �e Upper Fifth had the opportunity to visit Mombasa to 
practically transfer the theoretical knowledge retained in class in the �eld on theme of Coastal 
Processes and their resultant Landforms, Tourism and Ecosystems. �ey investigated how the 
beach pro�le is measured, survey the morphology of a beach and compared this to other beaches 
and coastlines using past paper questions and text book diagrams, as well as examining the 
correlation between beach processes and sediments. �ey also carried out and experiment on the 
Longshore Drift-the process by which sediments are transported along a stretch of coastline, to 
examine the transport of coastal materials and experiment the distance and direction of the LSD. 
�e budding geographers also experimented on how sediment size and shape change and are be 
recorded. 

�ese are important skills that will help the candidates in the current public examinations in 
Geography Alternative to Course Work Paper 4. From the feedback received, there is no doubting 
that the group immensely bene�ted from this trip and equally enjoyed the experience and the 
planned activities. 
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�e Upper V Pupils also bene�tted from a 
similar trip to Naro Moru early this year. 
�e objective of the two days’ �eldwork 
study was on the �eme-River Processes 
and their resultant Landforms as prescribed 
in the CIE speci�cation. Pupils were taken 
through enquiry skills that revolved on 
pebble sampling in determining the change 
of materials along a river’s pro�le, 
measuring a river’s gradient/angle of slope 
and how this a�ects a rivers velocity and it 
erosive power, and calculating velocity of a 
river and its wetted perimeter. 

�e Lower V were not left behind, they too 
had an opportunity to apply the knowledge 
presented in class in Mombasa early this 
term.  

We are hopeful that with a return to 
normal, our Geography candidates will 
bene�t from future �eld work excursions. 
�is will de�nitely enable our pupils to 
continue experiencing Geography outside 
the classroom in the coming terms.  We are 
keen to resume o�ering similar �eldwork 
opportunities to our A Level classes.
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History

We pride ourselves in teaching History 
that doesn’t simply teach facts about the 
past or explain how the modern world 
emerged from its murky origins, but the 
teaching of history that is about making 
sense of complex situations in which the 
relationship between origins and results, 
and intentions and consequences, are 
immediately evident. 

By teaching intelligent reading and lucid 
writing—skills that last a lifetime, our 
pupils have learnt to write narratives that 
clearly describe how and why something 
happened. �ey also have also learnt to 
read critically, follow arguments and 
measure the distance between authors’ 
objectives and the meaning of their texts 
imparting knowledge and skills that have 
led to applaudable results evidence in the 
table below.

From a broad-spectrum of 19th and 20th 
Century History, the CIE syllabus allow 
teachers to choose a range of thematic areas 
for study with a dominance of European and 
American History at both the IGCSE and 
GCE AS and A2 Levels. Pupils have enjoyed 
discussions focusing on the analysis and 
evaluation of the causes of World Wars 1 
and 2, the Rise of the Nazis and Holocaust, 
the Origin, Development and End of the 
Cold War, the Russian Civil War, Treaty of 
Versailles, Success and Failure of the League 
of Nations and World dictators.

�e above topics informed the destination 
for our international trips Pre-Covid 19 
pandemic. Pupils' had the opportunity to 
crisscross international boundaries to nations 
that played host to historical events that 
shaped the modern-day geopolitical 
environment and human relationships in the 
New World order. �e carefully planned and 
executed �eld enquiry trips aimed at 
exploratory research and mapping historical 
evidence from their zones of occurrences. 
Unfortunately, 2020 and 2021 saw a lull in 
our international travels as Covid-19 
prevalence grounded physical travelling 
through travel restrictions in the wake of 
lockdown policies.  

“You cannot understand what is 
happening today without 
understanding what came before”
-Steve Jobs
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With the world gradually opening up to local, regional, and global interactions, we 
are happy to resume our exchange programmes and evidenced-based learning with a 
series of planned and lined up educational trips. �e �rst local trip coming soon is a 
�eld enquiry study for our Shell pupils to Voi, Tsavo and Maktau in the Taita 
Taveta County. East Africa region signi�cantly played a key role directly and 
indirectly in the Great War under the British colonial occupation and rule. �e 
objective of this trip will be to �nd out in what ways did the region contribute to the 
developments of World Wars 1 and 2. 

Vietnam and Cambodia are the most preferred destination for the post-Covid 2023 
international trip. �e focus will be on a detailed understanding of America’s 
Communism Containment Policy during the Cold War period in the far East.
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Business Studies

Peponi School o�ers Business Studies both 
at IGCSE and A Level and is examined by 
Cambridge International Examinations 
body. �is is a very popular subject as 
pupils get to study how enterprises are 
managed and get a practical experience 
through outdoor learning activities like 
trips, the Young Enterprise Club and the 
Finance Investment Society. �e students 
are well equipped with adequate business 
management skills that include Marketing, 
Business Communication, and Financial 
Management and Strategic choice in 
business incubation and development.

�e core topics taught in the Business 
Studies right from IGCSE to A Level 
includes;

business and its environment

people in organisations

marketing

operations and project management

�nance and accounting

strategic management

Most of the pupils develop a lot of interest 
in the subject and end up taking career 
courses in Economics and Business-related 
disciplines at local and international 
universities. 

Some of our students have already started 
engaging in investment activities with an aim 
of becoming future entrepreneurs.  Notably, 
we have an operational Young Enterprise 
Club and the Finance Investment Society for 
juniors and seniors respectively. �e clubs 
equip the pupils with hands on business 
management skills including marketing, 
human resource, �nance and accounting 
among others.

Many of the pupils have been admitted to 
read Business, Finance and Economics 
related courses at leading Universities in the 
USA, UK, Canada and Australia among 
others.  In the 2021/22 academic year, both 
the IGCSE and A Level Business Studies 
groups posted impressive results despite the 
limitations posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Economics

Economics is a popular subject at Peponi School. It is o�ered as a beginners course at 
AS and then at A Level as an advanced course. �e new syllabus developed by 
Cambridge International Examinations board encourages pupils to explore their subject 
in depth and to build their critical analysis and research skills. In the May – June 2021 
examinations, Peponi School produced the Best Pupil in Kenya, Sohail Ahmed, who 
was admitted in the University of Cambridge to read Land Economy. �e pupils are 
introduced to quantitative and qualitative tools of analysis which helps them to interpret 
real world economic issues.

At both AS and A Level, pupils learn �ve topics which include the following;

basic economic ideas and resource allocation

the price system and the micro economy

government microeconomic intervention

the macro economy

government macro intervention.

Despite the challenges posed by the Covid-19, the 2021-2022 cohort produced impressive 
results in comparison with the previous years. Many of the pupils were admitted to read 
Business, Finance and Economics related courses at leading Universities including Oxford, 
Cambridge, Nottingham, Bristol, and Warwick among others.
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Experiential Learning

In this way, they got an opportunity to 
apply business theory learnt in the classroom 
by implementing actual businesses. In order 
to inculcate a civic sense of duty and 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), the 
business ‘directors’ were required to pay 
10% of all their proceeds as ‘tax’. �is will 
be donated to the Charity Committee. �e 
gross turnover from the �esta was Ksh 
119,930 and the top business, with a 
turnover of ksh 27,850 was ‘�e Sweet 
Sharwamas’. �erefore, a total of Ksh 
11,939 was raised as ‘tax’ for Charity. We 
intend to make this an annual event so that 
our pupils can be given a chance to apply 
business theories in a real world set up. 
�ese activities o�ered an invaluable link 
between Business Studies and Economics 
theories and the industry practice.

Experiential Learning is at the core of 
teaching at Peponi School. Due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, we were not able to 
have many outdoor learning pursuits. 
However, we managed to hold two major 
events in the school that impacted a great 
deal on the pupil’s lives. Firstly, we had a 
motivational talk from Mr. Akhil Boddu 
from the University of Cape Town who 
talked to the Business Studies and 
Economics cohort about Business 
Development and Incubation. Mr Boddu is 
an accomplished student - entrepreneur who 
is utilizing the online space to develop an 
e-learning platform dubbed Brightmind. �e 
pupils were inspired to start their own 
ventures as early as possible which really 
challenged and encouraged them to become 
entrepreneurs.

Secondly, �e Investment Society, in 
conjunction with �e Young Enterprise 
Club held a successful Business Fiesta which 
was akin to a Business Fair. A repertoire of 
businesses was on display and pupils were 
able to execute their own innovative business 
ideas. 
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Psychology
Psychologists should be seen as heroes or 
heroines who will save the world because 
Psychology as a subject addresses the 
challenges faced by human beings in the 
twenty-�rst century. �rough further 
understanding of human behaviour, 
Psychology can give the world the help it 
needs to save us all. In our department, 
we believe that psychology is not just a 
subject taught at - level but one that has 
immense bene�ts in our day to day 
interactions.   

�e Psychology courses are split over the 
two years, the �rst year consists of 
learning some of the world’s most 
in�uential psychological experiments and 
analysing their strengths and weaknesses. 
�e second year focuses on more 
traditional forms of psychology such as 
mental health where we cover a range of 
mental disorders and how to treat them, 
as a school we also o�er “health 
psychology” which is a useful module for 
any students planning on medical careers 
or service industry.

�is academic year, the Psychology 
students have taken part in several 
extra-curricular projects and have even 
been able to conduct their own research in 
many areas of Psychology.  In one of the 
class projects, they successfully ran the 
Peponi inaugural Mental Health 
Awareness Week, which required them to 
promote mental health in the school using 
the di�erent strategies taught in class. In 
consultation with the School Counsellor 
and their teachers, they designed a 
week-long programme aimed at educating 
the school community about mental and 
emotional wellbeing.  In the last day of the 
week, they raised some funds that were 
used for charity.  Our charity focus was 
Mathari Referral Hospital (Psychiatric 
Hospital) and HUGS, an organization 
that spreads awareness on mental health 
among the youth. �is was a very 
successful campaign which we hope to 
keep in our school calendar. 

In conclusion, most of our Psychology 
students achieved an A-C grade for their A 
Level in the 2021 May/June exams, which 
is statistically over the average of the UK 
school results. We are very proud of the 
results that we achieved and hope that this 
year will remain the same.

Psychology Class role playing Bandura et al’s case 
study on imitation and aggression. 
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Sociology

Sociology is a Social Science that focuses 
on society, human social behavior, 
patterns of social relationships, social 
interaction, and aspects of culture 
associated with everyday life.  In the 
Sixth Form we cover the CIE syllabus. 
�e AS-level consists of three 
compulsory topics: Socialisation and the 
creation of social identity, methods of 
research and the family. 

For A Level, there is one compulsory 
topic; Education and three optional 
topics, Media, Religion and 
Globalisation. Teaching is done using a 
variety of resources and interactive 
learning activities.  �is subject lends 
itself to those who love to read, write and 
argue, we have tackled some fantastic 
issues head on in this course.

Sociology is not just about knowledge; it 
is about being able to apply the things 
you know. �e skills that our learners 
need to apply are:

Knowledge and understanding

Interpretation and application

Analysis and evaluation

�ese skills are key in higher education 
and in the job market. 

Due to the Covi restrictions, we did not 
have a �eld trip. However, our learners 
carried out a successful research project in 
the Peponi community. Using a range of 
social scienti�c methods, the students 
gathered information on the family and 
how social change has a�ected family roles 
and relationships. In doing so, the 
students were able to apply key ideas in 
research methods to the real world and 
this went a long way in enhancing their 
independent learning. Our emphasis on 
critical research and analysis is a huge plus 
for our students now and later on when 
they get to university. 

Our lessons continue to be highly 
interactive with a mixture of group and 
individual tasks that help the students 
develop their skills and practice applying 
their understanding of the topics taught. 

As our page on Fire�y can attest, we have 
embraced digital learning and all the 
resources needed to complete the course 
are available. In addition, our assessments 
are varied and provide the learners with 
opportunities to relate their learning to 
assessment.  

�is subject is quickly growing in 
popularity. Our numbers this academic 
year were very high which is testament to 
the fact that our students are keen to show 
an awareness of contemporary social, 
cultural and political issues. 
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Modern Foreign 
Languages (MFL)

�e teachers of MFL were very pleased with the IGCSE examinations results that came out in 
August 2021. Indeed, out of nineteen candidates for French, eleven achieved an A* grade. 
Moreover, 84.16% of our learners of French equalled or exceeded their predicted grades 
which denotes very accurate predictions made by the MFL teachers and, on the whole, very 
good pupils’ performances.

CIE IGCSE French - Grades  A*

Students    11

Grade %    58%

CIE IGCSE Spanish - Grades A* A B

Students   2 5 4

Grade %   17% 42% 33%

In Spanish, out of twelve pupils, two achieved an A* grade, �ve an A grade and 4 a B grade. 
83.33% of our learners of Spanish equalled or exceeded their predicted grades. It is a clear 
indication of the hard work that was put into the preparation of the candidates.

Following the conclusions of the 
examinations analysis in August 2019, it 
was agreed upon as a department and 
considered as a priority to move from 
CIE O’ Level Swahili to Edexcel GCSE 
Swahili. �is was in a bid to raise the 
standards and quality of grades that were 
achieved in the subject. �e decision 
bore fruit as the table below shows. 

Indeed, out of eight candidates, two 
achieved a grade 8 (A* grade), one 
achieved a grade 7 (A grade), one 
achieved a grade 6 (B+) two achieved a 
grade 5 (C +grade), two achieved a grade 
4 (D grade). �ese results were quite 
encouraging, bearing in mind that this 
was the pioneer class to take the Edexcel 
GCSE Swahili examinations.
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Edexcel GCSE Swahili - Grade

Students

Grade %

8 (A*)

2

20%

7 (A)

1

10%

6 (B+)

1

10%

5 (C)

2

20%

4 (D)

2

20%

At AS Level, the results were outstanding both in French and Spanish. Indeed, the two 
candidates for Spanish and the three candidates for French all achieved an A grade which was 
a remarkable performance.

�e Mandarin Chinese Club has been back on track since the start of Hilary 2022 and the 
number of attendees has more than doubled this term which is really encouraging. It is a 
good opportunity for our pupils to be exposed to this fascinating tonal language that they 
may well �nd incredibly useful in a few years’ time when they start applying for jobs. One of 
our targets is to gradually prepare for the HSK 1 examination.

Similarly, some of our pupils who have been showing interest in French and Spanish national 
quali�cations have been taking examinations at various levels (so far from absolute beginner 
to lower intermediate). It is our aim to encourage as many pupils as possible to follow their 
footsteps.
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Religious Studies (R.S.) is a compulsory 
subject for all Key Stage 3 pupils. From 
the Lower Fifth onwards pupils can 
choose to continue their R.S. studies all 
the way up to their �nal A-level year, at 
Key Stage 5. �is academic year has 
seen the successful introduction of the 
Sedge curriculum. Working closely 
in-line with our colleagues at Peponi 
House (P1) our youngest students 
on-site have had an opportunity to 
engage with the topic of crime and 
punishment in the Michaelmas term, 
issues relating to the environment in 
the Hilary term and we are �nishing 
the year with a focus on political 
ideologies and the rights and 
responsibilities that come with living in 
a democracy. �ere have been a 
number of lively debates and the pupils 
are currently thriving as they design a 
political party of their own choosing, 
complete with policies, slogans and a 
logo.

�is is a very exciting time for the 
Religious Studies department as the 
numbers opting to undertake the 
IGCSE and A Level quali�cations are 
continuing to rise year-on-year. Pupils 
who opt to take this subject will take an 
inquiring, critical and re�ective 
approach to the study of religion, 
exploring di�erent beliefs, cultures and 
fundamental questions, with a view to 
relate these studies to their own values 
and the wider world.

With an AS class of 10 pupils this 
year, this has made for a healthy level 
of debate using a range of di�erent 
pedagogies including the Harkness 
method, that sees pupils sit in a 
university ‘seminar-style’ arrangement 
and adopt a formal approach to 
questioning and answering. �is has 
seen the quality of conversation 
elevated in the classroom and led to 
stronger pupil outcomes in written 
work.

I would encourage all pupils to 
sincerely consider taking Religious 
Studies at IGCSE and A Level as it 
will develop their ability to construct 
well-argued, well-informed, balanced 
and structured written arguments. 
Along with also o�ering students the 
opportunity to re�ect on and develop 
their own values, beliefs and attitudes 
in the light of what they have learned; 
they can go onto contribute as 
citizens of our inter-connected world.

Religious Studies
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We are proud to ful�l the 
pivotal role within the school 
of supporting our learners in 
their educational journey. 
With the resumption of 
physical schooling in the year 
2021, the Crane department 
has continued o�ering both 
in-class and withdrawal 
support to our pupils as well 
as exam support to those who 
require it. 

We have continued to o�er 
support to pupils who have 
additional learning needs in 
order to ensure that they have 
access to all areas of the 
curriculum.

We are proud of our 
achievements as a department in 
ensuring that we make a positive 
contribution to our pupils’ 
schooling life at Peponi. We 
celebrate the excellent 
achievement from pupils who 
received SEN support in the 
2020/2021 academic year.

In both English and 
Mathematics, 90% of the pupils 
who received additional support 
were able to score at least a ‘C’ 
grade and above. In Science, the 
percentage of ‘C’ grades and 
above was 60%.

As a department we remain 
con�dent that all pupils should, 
with the right intervention, be 
able to access the curriculum 
and achieve. �is remains our 
guiding principle as we o�er 
educational support to all our 
pupils.

The Learning 
Support Department - 
CRANE
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�is academic year, we resumed our Artist in Resident programme, 
inviting renowned artist, Patrick Mukabi for a workshop with our 
Shell pupils. It was a long but exciting day of exercises in drawing 
portraiture; pupils were able to experiment with charcoal sticks and 
acrylic paints on canvas. �ey all produced great portraits and are 
currently working on abstract self-portraits inspired by Pablo 
Picasso and Vincent Van Gogh. 

Art
�e Shell group has also 
been busy through the term 
with their �rst 
three-dimensional project, 
working on wire sculptures 
inspired by Alexander 
Calder. Several pupils were 
able to produce some 
excellent sculptures of 
birds, insects and rodents, 
well done!

Wire sculptures

Artwork completed by pupils from the Patrick Mukabi Workshop, March 2022
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Meanwhile, our candidates are in the process of preparing for their �nal examinations. Once 
again, they will not able to complete individual exhibits of their work which is the usual 
practice so instead, a selection of their work is currently up on display in the administration 
block for the rest of this term. Congratulations to all candidates for completing a very intense 
course successfully. �eir work will be submitted digitally for assessment.

It was refreshing to �nally revert to our physical annual art competition displays, having had 
two consecutive years of virtual exhibitions. �e Houses were able to rise up to the occasion, 
rally their groups and display sti� competition to showcase some brilliant artwork in response 
to one of the themes Provided-Timeless Treasure or Sweet Summer.

“When we think of Sweet Summer, many things 
come to mind from sandy beaches to the hot sun. 
Chala boys are a Brotherhood and as a 
Brotherhood we stick together. �e inspiration for 
our house display which was a collection of the 
things we most enjoyed as young children during 
summer. We have all been together since year 9 all 
the way to year 13 so it seemed appropriate for us 
to choose childhood summer and depict it using 
one item that every chala prefect enjoyed as a child 
during summer.” - Arnav Channa

Chala House emerged at the top with a 
well-crafted and executed house piece displaying 
their version of Sweet Summer, congratulations!

Inter House Art Competition 2021

Upper Fifth & Sixth Form Display 2022
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Photography

Fine Art
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In recent years, Information and 
Communication Technology has 
radically altered practically every area of 
our lives. It has changed everything from 
how we work, connect with one another, 
treat ailments, travel, shop, and use our 
free time. �e rate of change shows no 
signs of slowing down: in fact, ICT and 
its applications in �elds like media 
integration are progressing at even 
quicker rates than before. ICT skills have 
become as important to leading a full life 
as reading, writing, and computing in a 
relatively short period of time.

We endeavor to ensure that each student 
gains expertise and con�dence with the 
appropriate technology through our 
customised program. We accomplish this 
by emphasising the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills, and understanding of 
fundamental computational principles 
and experience. Video tutorials, 
sca�olding, remedial courses, coding, and 
other diverse learning activities that foster 
computational thinking and problem 
solving minds are all part of our 
curriculum o�ering.

At Forms I and II as well as at Shell, the 
content provides learners with the 
information, skills, and understanding 
necessary for a successful transfer to 
either ICT or Computer Science at 
Lower V and Upper V. �e school 
introduced IGCSE Computer Science at 
Lower V to broaden the academic 
spectrum available to our students. �e 
�rst cohort of candidates will sit for the 
IGCSE Computer Science Examination 
in June 2023.

Information Technology at AS and A 
Level promotes students to become 
successful and discerning users of 
technology. It aids in the development of 
a diverse set of IT skills, knowledge, and 
understanding. �e programme prepares 
students for further study in IT or related 
�elds in higher education. �e �rst half 
of Cambridge International A Level 
Information Technology is the AS Level 
Information Technology. �e �nal 
quali�cation at A Level may allow or help 
advancement directly to university 
courses in Computer Science, 
Information Technology or other related 
subject areas like Engineering, Business 
studies etc., depending on local 
university entrance requirements.

ICT/Computer Science/IT
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Only a year ago, I was writing about the 
sheer lack of music and music events. How 
far we have come since then! It is clear that, 
musically speaking, we have almost entirely 
resumed ‘normal service’. �e visiting music 
teachers are back in school, concerts and 
events, both in school and out of school, 
now feature regularly and music 
examinations continue, albeit mostly still 
virtual with performances recorded and 
uploaded for assessment. 

For many years, there had been discussion 
about starting a parallel competition to the 
Young Musician’s Competition, but for 
singers. I was therefore delighted and proud 
that we hosted the inaugural edition of the 
Young Vocalist’s Competition in September 
and October 2021. It was encouraging to see 
the number of competitors from di�erent 
schools (both Prep and Secondary) and I was 
further delighted when our very own Maansi 
Ruparel won the Junior Solo category and 
Nyakio Koome came 2nd in the Senior Solo 
category. 

Now that Covid restrictions have eased, we 
are hoping that this year’s edition will reach 
more than 50 competitors with a much larger 
and wider audience. 

Our Remembrance Service was, once again, a 
poignant event, with Reeyan Shah (Trumpet) 
performing �e Last Post and the School 
Choir providing the prayer responses. Further 
to this, our choir also participated in a 
number of Chapel events throughout the 
year, including the inaugural service in 
Michaelmas term and the Evensong in Hilary 
term.

Later in November 2021, Maya 
Oluoch-Olunya (on viola) was part of the 
Nairobi Orchestra who accompanied the 
Nairobi Music Society soloists in their 
concerts at the Kenya National �eatre. �is 
continues the trend we have been seeing of 
our higher-ability pupils becoming members 
of this orchestra. 

Music
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In December, there was a welcome return to 
the traditional End of Term Concerts, with 
Form I and II already up on stage making 
their debut, performing Seven Nation Army 
by the White Stripes! I still hope that we can 
every pupil performing in a school concert at 
some point in their Peponi career.

Despite the Covid pandemic, we have 
managed to maintain the Inter-house Music 
competition and this year it featured many 
stand-out performances. Our strength in 
depth was demonstrated with the category 
winners coming from all four houses, 
namely:

Best Junior Instrumentalist – Aarav 
Dodhia (Chala)

Best Junior Vocalist – Amara Pannu 
(Jipe)

Best Senior Instrumentalist – Samyak 
Raja (Magadi)

Best Senior Vocalist – Maansi Ruparel 
(Elementaita)

�e overall boys’ winners were Magadi, the 
overall girls’ winners Jipe and the overall 
winners of the competition were also Jipe. 
Congratulations to the many pupils who took 
part!

�e Young Musician’s Competition was a 
hybrid event this year, with the Preliminaries 
consisting of videos uploaded by competitors. 
Fortunately, the Finalists’ Concert was a 
physical event, returning to its traditional 
venue of Kenton College. Once again, we 
featured prominently, with Ruchi Raja 
reaching the Intermediate Solo �nal, Maya 
Oluoch-Olunya coming 3rd in the Senior 
Solo category and Samyak Raja winning the 
Intermediate Solo category.

�e Nairobi Orchestra concerts in March at 
Braeburn Garden Estate featured a range of 
Peponi sta� and pupils from both schools. 
Mr Wataka conducted, Mr Laight conducted 
and played piano, Mr Stephens performed a 
solo concerto on the trumpet, Ms Davies led 
the cello section and Samskara Shah 
performed on the harp!
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Our End of term concert in March featured some 
real heavyweight repertoire, including the last 
movement of Beethoven’s Moonlight Piano Sonata 
(performed by Maya Oluoch-Olunya) and J. S. 
Bach’s concerto for two violins (performed by 
Samyak Raja and Maya Oluoch-Olunya). �ere was 
also a welcome return of the Sta� Choir after a 
number of years’ absence.

Our academic performance in Music continues to 
deserve plaudits. Once again, one of our pupils was 
recognised with the High Achievement award from 
Cambridge International Examinations for June 
2021. �is time, it was Maya Oluoch-Olunya in her 
AS Music examination. Beyond that, we continue to 
see a pattern of pupils going on to study music at 
University, namely �ulani Muya, Mercy Kimani 
and Imani Ager in �elds such as Music Business and 
Music Production.

Although the music examinations o�ered by 
ABRSM, LCM and other exam boards are nearly all 
virtual, we continue to see pupils achieving their 
Grade 8 and Diploma level examinations, including 
Aarna Malde (Piano), Anya Patel (Drumkit) and 
Ruchi Raja (Piano). �ere is still much ongoing 
debate about when and how physical examinations 
will resume.

For our music ensembles, there is no doubt that the 
physical resumption of rehearsals has been a welcome 
change. For anyone who has attempted to play or 
rehearse music though Zoom, you will attest to the 
challenges! (and the laightency). We have maintained 
our usual groups, namely the Orchestra, Choir and 
String Ensemble. But we have also been delighted to 
start up a Brass Ensemble and resume the Sta� Choir.

Our �nal musical event this academic year will be the 
Joint Peponi Schools’ Concert on Monday 27th June 
at Peponi House Prep School, where amongst other 
items, we will revive the Combined Peponi Schools’ 
Orchestra (or CPSO) We look forward to seeing you 
there!



Physical Education

IGCSE Physical Education (PE) grants learners the opportunity to study both practical and 
theoretical elements of how the body and mind work and subsequently interact with its 
environment in a physical, psychological, social and emotional capacity. Half of the marks awarded 
in the course are based on theoretical learning, whereas the other half are gained through practical 
performances across four sports, in which, pupils have an array of choices. �ese sports can range 
from team endeavours such as netball or cricket to more niche individual pursuits such as 
weightlifting or hill walking. �ere are a wide range of opportunities throughout the course, and 
you will be pleasantly surprised at just how many di�erent passions can be supported through 
Peponi PE.

Over the years, PE has become a popular subject amongst the pupils as it is fundamentally 
designed to foster enjoyment and success in physically active pursuits. As a course, it provides our 
learners with the opportunity to pursue a range of physical activities, within which, they are then 
encouraged to develop an understanding and appreciation of the tactical, technical and physical 
principles of competition. �e PE syllabus is directly re�ective of a number of other IGCSEs such 
as biology, physics, chemistry, psychology and sociology, except with an obvious focus on the 
application of these disciplines in the realms of sport, health & wellbeing. For example, the course 
examines the anatomical make-up of the muscular, skeletal and neural systems, and how they work 
together to support and produce movement. We then explore di�erent kinds of diets found 
throughout the world as well as how we transform our food into usable energy compounds at the 
chemical level. Alternatively, we hold discursive conversations around the concept and implications 
of mental health in both elite and recreational sporting communities as well as debating the 
presence of elitism or functionalism in global events such as the Olympics. Con�dence and 
competence across a range of skillsets are truly developed through PE at Peponi as it becomes a 
central part of our pupil’s lives, both within and out with the school environment.

Our lessons continue to be highly interactive and reciprocal with a practical lesson every two weeks 
which allows pupils to engage in activities they would never otherwise experience in their own free 
time. �roughout the years, the popularity of the subject has increased – and continues to – not 
only because of the practical aspect and freedom to explore personal interests, but also in the way 
that pupils invest themselves and engage with their learning. We have seen a 100% pass rate 
throughout the years and our 2021 cohort were no exception, with a 100% success rate between A* 
- C. In addition, for the second year in a row, our pupils have acquired the top results in Kenya for 
PE, wherein Inaaya Khawaja successfully received the top award for iGCSE whilst for the �rst time 
at Peponi, Shrey Haria gained the top result in the world for his AS Level endeavours.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
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Model United Nations

We were delighted to invite and host neighbouring schools to the inaugural edition of the Peponi 
School Middle School/ East Africa Model United Nations Assembly on Friday 11th February 
2022, at our campus. �e one-day event brought together delegations from Nova Pioneer Tatu 
Girls Secondary School, Tatu Boys High School, Crawford International School and the host 
Peponi School.

�e premise of the debates revolved around 
the United Nations Development 
Sustainable Goals of 2030. �e conference 
underlined the importance of developing, 
expanding and objectively debating 
resolutions while observing the UN 
parliamentary procedures, and the 
obligatory Kenyan government Covid-19 
protocols. 

It was our understanding that many pupils 
who were preparing for the annual 
conference usually held at UNON were 
disappointed by the fact that, this year’s 
conference was once again to be held 
remotely. �erefore, in an e�ort to 
celebrate their hard work in researching, 
crafting and writing resolutions, we hoped 
to sustain and inspire their enthusiasm in 
understanding and looking for avenues of 
solving world problems in a physical 
conference. 

�e conference session was narrowed down 
to three committees- Human Rights, 
Ecology and Environment, Political in 
addition to the Special Summit 
Committee.

�e Peponi School Model United Nations 
is a new initiative that aimed at exposing 
and honing leadership abilities in students 
by simulating the organs of the United 
Nations while practising diplomacy. �e 
Peponi platform also sought to provide an 
avenue for young and global leaders to 
develop innovative solutions to some of the 
challenges on the global scale, as they 
prepare themselves for leadership positions 
in the near future.
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From their well-researched and presented resolutions, our delegates showcased their prowess in 
debate by challenging questionable clauses from their guests’ drafts and thoughtful rebuttals that 
informed the correct position of global a�airs. Special mentions to Ryan Gontier, Pasha Haria, 
Angel Mailu, Amara Pannu, Sahir Dewany, Joshua Dsouza and Carlo Blunsum; and also to 
Abhay Mohan, Aarav Patel, Netania Mwaura and John Barigo for their well thought-out 
resolution and excellent presentation skills during the conference.

�e session was aptly chaired by Samaar Ahmed - the senior-most chair, a position earned 
through personal best e�ort. She was assisted by Aditya Saini and Tanaya Patel to control and 
direct the course of the proceedings.  Edith Barratt stood out as the best Secretary, helping to 
monitor the behavior of delegates and assisting the chairs in relaying personalized communication 
to respective delegates.
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Lower Sixth Community 
Service Project 2021

“We, the People, 
recognise that we have 
responsibilities as well as 
rights; that our destinies 
are bound together; that 
a freedom which only 
asks what's in it for me, a 
freedom without a 
commitment to others, a 
freedom without love or 
charity or duty or 
patriotism, is unworthy 
of our founding ideals.”  

Last year a vast number of the Lower VI 
spent some time working in the Gilgil 
community, at schools and in orphanages. 
�ey helped to rebuild desks, paint some 
classrooms, worked in the kitchens 
preparing food to provide lunches for 
pupils, and some moved to the other side of 
the desk and became involved in teaching. 
In such a short space of time we cannot 
proclaim to make a huge impact on the 
lives of those we worked with but we did 
plant seeds in the minds of our pupils to 
perhaps make more longer-term changes as 
they grow into adults. �e impact should 
be considerable and all those in the school 
can be proud of the love and charity and 
the commitment to those in need that was 
demonstrated not just by the pupils on the 
trip, but also the Common Room members 
who accompanied the children and by the 
very generous donations provided by our 
parents. �ey provided not only food but 
essential items such as clothing, tools, 
books and paint. 

We  are delighted that we can return to 
these schools once again this year; and as 
such, the Sixth Form Community Service 
project will take place from Monday 27th 
June to �ursday 30th June 2022.

Peponi School has always encouraged our 
pupils to think broadly and consider a 
commitment to others as an integral part of 
their world.

It is clear that our Peponi community is 
aware of the plight of many in our country 
who are far less fortunate than ourselves 
and that a vast number of people don’t 
have access to the very basics that sustain an 
education comparable to our own.

Barack Obama
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�ank you to those who have already pledged items such as maize �our, bread, seedlings, hardware 
supplies, books, sanitary pads, etc.

Being part of the Community Service project will ful�l the requirement for the Presidents’ Award 
‘Community’ component as well as enhancing each pupil’s application for University and College.

Lower Sixth Community Service Project 2022

Repair and maintenance of desks, chairs, tables, shelves. 

Repair and maintenance of roofs and windows.

Painting blackboards walls & woodwork 

Landscaping and gardening, planting trees. 

Handing over donations of books, clothing, school equipment, sports equipment sanitary pads. 

Engaging in other activities such as teaching, and assisting with cooking.



Basketball has grown to become one of 
Peponi’s key team sports where it has 
gained a positive recognition throughout 
all senior and junior levels of the game 
both within and out with the school. 
�roughout 2021/22, we have witnessed 
personal growth and great sportsmanship 
at all levels from our young people where 
they are beginning to understand that 
results of any nature do not just happen by 
accident; positive results are a direct 
re�ection of intent, planning and e�ort.
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Sport

Sport at Peponi is an ever-growing presence 
in the top tier of the Kenyan Association of 
International School Sports Organisation 
(KAISSO) and at one point or another in 
our recent past, has engaged in successful 
campaigns across every sport, at every level 
of competition, and in more ways than just 
mere scorelines. �e many sports on o�er 
during our games afternoons throughout 
the year provide a breadth of meaningful 
choice for our pupils which supports the 
search for their niche and appreciation of 
the bene�ts of both individual and collective 
pursuits.

 �e last two years have seen much adversity 
for our young sportspeople but despite this, 
we have a witnessed a growth in passion for 
our o�ering where pupils are inspired to 
participate much beyond the end of their 
games sessions and into our new and 
successful introduction of after school sports 
clubs through the extra-curricular 
programme in Trinity 2022.

Following the relaxation of COVID-19 
restrictions, we were fortunate enough to 
welcome a return to competitive 
inter-school �xtures in January 2021 where 
we resumed our near-full strength sports 
programme as though we’d never left. Our 
competitive young sportspeople pursued 
basketball, hockey, swimming and football 
against a number of other schools and 
came out victorious in various 
competitions in many more ways than just 
binary wins or losses.

Basketball

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”
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�e U19 season also re�ects the juniors, 
where in their �rst tournament on January 
29th, they emerged runners up against 10 
of the best teams the Kenyan school circuit 
has to o�er. Following their �nal 
tournament in early March 2022, their 
excellent display of basketball led them to 
a dominant success over eleven other 
schools and after having won it twice 
before, they were then destined for a 
2022/23 presence in the KAISSO Premier 
League. �ey have subsequently become 
widely renowned as the KAISSO 
upcoming powerhouse of basketball. Head 
of Basketball, Ancet Wafula would like to 
thank the support of the sports 
directorship and the pupils for their 
unrivalled belief in their ability to be 
successful, this is what makes Peponi 
basketball a champion in its own right.

When we made our welcome return to 
inter-school �xtures, there was a �erce 
competition in the hearts of our players 
that had found its lost spark due to the 
e�ects of the pandemic over the previous 
two years. �e Colts (under 15s) played 
their �rst match for two years at Hillcrest 
School on the 22nd January where they 
emerged as winners amongst ten other 
highly regarded schools. In their league 
campaign, which led to the penultimate 
tournament in March 2022, they emerged 
runners up out of 11 of Kenya’s top school 
teams.
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Both the girls’ and boys’ colts hockey 
teams have been equally impressive in our 
return to competitive inter-school �xtures 
in Hilary 2022, and we are exceptionally 
proud of both the colts boys’ and girls’ 
participation in the Hillcrest U15 
tournament during the Half term break. 
We are sure you will join us in celebrating 
the achievements of our girls’ team who 
�nished 4th and colt’s boys’ team who 
�nished 2nd, with impressive and notable 
contributions from Aarav, Prinay, Harsh 
and Shlok. �e last time our U15s would 
have played competitive hockey would 
have been during their years in prep. 
school and so, we openly celebrate the 
mere return of competition and the 
long-term coaching programme designed 
to encourage our young athletes to peak in 
their Sixth Form seasons.

Just before embarking on the February half 
term, Peponi boasts hosting a record 20 
teams in an U19 8-a-side Hockey 
Tournament on Saturday 5th. We are 
exceptionally proud as a sports department 
to have been able to submit both Peponi A 
& B teams across both genders, 
demonstrating our upcoming presence in 
KAISSO hockey. On top of this 
participatory achievement, we are also 
proud to have witnessed both the boys’ 
and girls’ A teams go unbeaten in the 
group stages, where the girls, who reached 
the �nals, put on a fantastic display of 
tactical hockey and passion for 
competition. In the Boys’ competition, 
Peponi A saw o� Oshwal in the semi-�nal 
and booked an exciting �nal against St. 
Andrew’s Turi who we also succeeded 3-1. 
Both of our goalkeepers Mille Ra�man and 
Julian Colville were outstanding during the 
penalty shootout. Our very own �ilasoni 
Musuku was voted tournament MVP out 
of a �eld of 200 of Eastern Africa’s �nest 
young hockey athletes.

Hockey





Parents v Pupils Hockey Match



Parents v Pupils Netball Match
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Hilary 2022 saw Peponi take a number of our teams to the County rounds of the International 
Schools Swimming Championships, KSF Nairobi County and KSF National Swimming Meets 
where, pre-COVID, we have enjoyed an annual presence. Spurred on by an inspired team 
captain, Anaya Jessa, with rousing speeches and encouraging words, the team fought hard to 
work on their training and compete to their strengths during meets. �ey fought for fantastic 
opportunities to showcase their development as they gained tremendous momentum through 
the season. Our Head of Swimming, Paul Oduor would like to mention Carlo Blunsum, Kario 
Karani, Ayaan Jessa, Diva Shah, Darsh Shah, Harnek Singh, Katanu Muidi, Kavata Muidi, 
�andie Muya, Julian Colville, Maisha Done and Rianna Shah who all competed and gained 
silverware. �eir e�orts at the swimming meets ranked us head-to-head with a number of meet 
records, setting multiple new school records in the process.

Swimming
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Now well accustomed to the house sports model, the sports department did an admirable job at 
delivering the inter-house swimming meet in March 2022. Participation was very high where each 
and every house was able to enter a swimmer in every race. �e girl’s junior houses especially were 
a very competitive bunch as we have a relatively large number of girls regularly swimming at 
national level, their experience and leadership was worth its weight in gold. Jipe won the girls 
trophy with an impressive 5200 points and Elementaita had settled for second place for the 
coming year with 4990 points. �e boys’ trophy was won convincingly by Magadi House with a 
total of 5580 points compared to Chala’s second-placed 4300 points.

Inter House Swimming



Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”55.

After years of near misses, Peponi �nally 
found the KAIISSO podium when both our 
teams secured admirable high-pro�le 
�nishes. It was our senior U19 team who 
began the rampaging run with a third-place 
�nish at Nairobi Academy. Coming up 
against six other teams, our Peponi girls 
demonstrated our potential by winning two, 
drawing two and losing only one to the 
tournament hosts. Whilst impressive, our 
results were just outside of qualifying us to 
secure the �nal place for Isabella Tillstone’s 
side as they were edged on net run rate to 
�nish third. Palvi Shah was judged the MVP 
of the tournament with some outstanding 
displays in the tournament that actually only 
saw Peponi concede just one goal.

One week later, it was the turn of the colt’s 
team to battle it out for the girls’ honours at 
St. Christopher’s School. What could be 
termed ‘the group of death’ of �erce 
competition, the girls de�ed all the odds to 
�nd the back of net and successful scorelines 
in all their matches to top their pool. 

Skipper Carla Rusagara and goalkeeper 
Anya Patel were the bedrock of the team 
in the group stages with performances 
that earned inspired the team to a 
semi-�nal spot. Against what appeared to 
be revitalised Braeside team, the girls 
rallied together and refused to back down 
whilst accepting their place in the �nals 
where they would then face a group-stage 
rematch against West Nairobi School. 
Recognising a new avenging mentality in 
the minds of their opponents, Peponi 
maintained a constant composure and 
played an entertaining match but were 
missing �nesse on their opportunities 
throughout the match. With just one 
minute left to play in extra time, Peponi 
was caught o� guard when a WNS ball 
sneaked through the last line of defence, 
scoring the only, but winning goal to end 
Peponi’s hope of winning their maiden 
football title. With six goals and two 
assists, Rusagara was deservedly voted the 
tournament MVP.

Girls’ Football
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As advocates for values such as 
excellence, humility and integrity, we in 
the sports department would like to 
both thank and congratulate our young 
people in their world-beating and 
open-minded attitude towards 
participation in sport throughout 
academic year 2021/22. Let’s also take 
this moment to celebrate the 
togetherness of the sports department 
who, as one, have delivered such a 
valuable experience in a time of 
incredible uncertainty. We wish all of 
our leavers and continuing year groups 
the best of luck with their lifelong 
pursuit of their niche in sport; we 
sincerely believe that they have been 
able to lock in some fantastic memories 
of Peponi sport to tell for years come.

Closing Remarks



Over the course of the year we have seen the welcome return of House Competitions, as 
yeargroups have managed to come together in teams and competed at both Junior and Senior 
level as well as for the House as a whole. �e competitions this year have been competitive, 
inclusive and, in many cases, very close! Congratulations to all those pupils and sta� who have 
made such competitons so successful.

Each competition contributes to the overall House trophy called the Ushindi Cup.
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Inter House Competitions
2021 - 2022 for the Ushindi Cup 

 

Event     Winner(s)

Merit     Elementaita

Art     Chala

Dance     Girls : Elementaita. ;  Boys : Chala

     Overall Winners : Elementaita

Debating     Junior : Trinity Term 2022 completion

     Senior : Chala

Drama     Group Choral : Magadi

     Overall Winners : Jipe

Music     Girls : Jipe  ;  Boys : Magadi

     Overall Winners : Jipe

Girls Cross Country     Juniors : Jipe

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Country     Juniors : Magadi

     Seniors : Magadi
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Girls Basketball    Juniors : Jipe

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Basketball    Juniors : Chala

     Seniors : Chala

Girls Football    Juniors : Jipe

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Football    Juniors : Magadi

     Seniors : Magadi

Girls Athletics    Juniors : Elementaita

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Athletics    Juniors : Magadi

     Seniors : Magadi

Girls Hockey    Juniors : Elementaita

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Hockey    Juniors : Chala

     Seniors : Magadi

Girls Swimming    Juniors : Jipe

     Seniors : Jipe

Boys Swimming    Juniors : Magadi

     Seniors : Magadi

Rounders     Juniors : Jipe

     Seniors : Jipe

Cricket     Juniors : Chala

     Seniors : Chala 

Rugby     Trinity Term 2022 completion

Netball     Trinity Term 2022 completion



Mentorship Programme
Senior School is a crucial time in young people’s lives. As our Forms I & II and Shell pupils settle 
into Peponi School, we introduce them to the Mentorship Programme, with the aim of 
supporting them in the transition to secondary school. Our programme is peer based; the Upper 
VI students serve as mentors to the Forms I & II and Shell pupils with the goal to inspire and 
support these young members of our school community.  

At the beginning of the Michealmas term, we 
formally established the mentoring relationship 
by matching the mentors and the mentees. 
Shortly after, we had our �rst Mentor/Mentee 
team-building event in Northlands Ranch which 
was focused on fostering relational interactions. 
�is went a long way in ensuring that the 
Mentor/Mentee relationship was initiated in a 
positive and memorable way. 

�e mentorships sessions happened once a week 
in school and typically involved fostering quality 
relationships that helped Forms I & II and Shell 
pupils re�ne their academic and social skills.  �e 
mentors had the opportunity to focus on their 
mentees speci�c needs such as making healthy 
choices both personally and socially and thinking 
critically through problems.  In order to re�ect 
on the progress of the mentoring relationships, 
the Counselling department consistently checked 
in with mentors and addressed any challenges 
that arose. �e mentees had a chance to appraise 
their mentors using anonymous surveys. 

�e 2021/2022 Mentorship Programme was 
terminated during the Hilary term, to allow the 
Upper VI students prepare for their 
examinations.  It ended on a very high note in 
‘Paradise Lost’ where the students played games, 
hiked, talked and re�ected on the experiences 
they shared and the impact of the mentoring 
relationships. 

In the near future, we hope to expand the 
programme to the other year groups so that all 
our pupils bene�t from the guidance, support and 
encouragement that comes from trusting and 
structured relationships of peer mentorship.  

Successful mentorship programmes must 
have mentor training as a vital component. 
�e Upper VI students underwent training 
after their public AS examinations in June 
2021. �is formal training and orientation 
programme was ran by the School 
Counsellor and the Senior Tutor, who 
supervised, coordinated and assessed all the 
steps in the programme. �e Form Tutors 
of Forms I & II, Shell and Upper VI were 
equally pivotal in ensuring that the sessions 
ran smoothly every Friday during the 
Michaelmas and Hilary terms. 
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Peponi Outdoor
Pursuits 2022

�e Peponi extra-curricular and Outdoor Pursuits department has had an amazing year �lled 
with many adventures and incredible experiences. �e Shell Pupils and Lower V have greatly 
bene�ted from the Exploration Day programmes, which are designed to give pupils a di�erent 
learning experience within a fun and interactive environment. �e Peponi Outdoor Programme is 
objective is to instil con�dence in the pupils, as they tackle various challenges in the outdoor 
environment. �e Outdoor Programme helps the pupils to become environmentally aware of the 
Kenyan countryside, its people, and in so doing, broadens their horizons.

�e Michaelmas term began with the Shell 
pupils, being engaged in an Induction 
weekend programme on the Northlands 
Ranch, here at Peponi. Whilst at 
Northlands, the Shell pupils navigated the 
Obstacle and Assault course in teams and 
engaged in competitive games, that helped 
enhance their social skills. 

Later during the term, the Shell pupils 
undertook an adventurous  day trip to 
Gatamaiyu Forest, located in the southern 
part of the Aberdares. �ey learnt various 
life skills which included bush walking, 
navigation and animal tracking. Other 
skills they were able to develop during the 
course of the day activities included: 
survival skills, canyoning and bush craft. 

In addition, our pupils learnt of the economic 
activities of people of Gatamaiyu area, a rural 
region near Kimende town.  Our Shell pupils 
were able to witness �rst-hand the bene�ts of 
eco-tourism to the local communities as well 
as spend time in nature.

Michaelmas Term
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�e Hilary term started o� with the 
prestigious Hog Charge event. After a 2 
year hiatus, young conservationists were 
yearning to have some action packed 
outdoor adventure. �e challenging yet 
wondrous event had the largest number of 
teams ever registered. A staggering 165 
teams comprising of over 650 competitors 
participated in the Hog Charge event. Over 
KES 4 million was raised towards 
conservation of Kenya water towers and all 
had a great time in the great outdoors, both 
on Northland ranch and back here at 
Peponi.

�e Hilary term als provided opportunity 
for action-packed adventure for our 
younger pupils of Sedge House, as well as 
the Sixth Form. As part of our hugely 
successful Mentorship programme, pupils 
visited ‘Paradise Lost’ in the forest and 
engaged in water-based sports including an 
amazing race boat ride and water-based 
sports. �eir fears were tested, as they went 
caving and tackled a high ropes course set 
within a forested area. Crucially, it 
provided team-building opportunities and a 
chance for our youngest and oldest 
year-groups to get to know each other.

�e Michaelmas term was also �lled with 
exciting and fun learning excursions for the 
Lower V pupils who undertook an 
Exploration Day in Sagana area.  �e keen 
and inquisitive pupils visited a �shery in 
Sagana town, to learn of the �shing 
industry in Kenya. �ey also participated in 
challenging activities whilst in Sagana 
Camp, which included whitewater rafting 
and water-based games, as well as fun 
engaging activities. All pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and were able to 
overcome a number of their fears, thus 
growing in self-awareness and con�dence.

�e Lower Sixth pupils, including a 
number of pupils new to the Peponi 
community, were treated to an overnight 
camp in Athi-River area. �e group stayed 
in Naretunoi Community conservancy 
located at the outskirts of Nairobi National 
Park. It was a very busy time for them as 
they engaged in activities which included 
tree planting and engaging with the local 
Masai community in the viewing and 
installation of lion lights and cleaning up of 
waste in the rivers. �e group also engaged 
in teambuilding activities that helped them 
integrate cohesively and cement friendship 
bonds.

�e Michaelmas half-term break saw a 
group of young Peponi Explorers 
undertaking an  arduous and challenging 
5-day Bush Expedition in the Tsavo East – 
Voi area. �e team of nearly 40 pupils 
traversed Tsavo East area, beginning their 
expedition near Voi town, traversing 
through the Taita-taveta area and covering 
a distance of 80km in 5 days . All explorers 
managed to complete the ‘back-breaking’ 
journey in �ne spirits; quite an achievement 
amidst the rugged terrain and hot weather 
conditions. �ey are all promising 
President Award Silver Awardees.

Hilary Term
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Trinity Term

�e trip is set to take place from 10th July 
2022 – 17th July 2022. �is a trip open to 
all pupils and all are encouraged to sign up 
for it. �is is an adventure of a lifetime. 

Come One, Come All!

�is Trinity term, the Shell and the Lower V 
Pupils will embark on the Presidents’ Award, 
Bronze Expedition and Silver Expeditions 
respectively. �is outdoor program involves 
pupils navigating in groups using maps and 
compasses, through rugged and unfamiliar 
terrain and utilizing their survival skills to 
navigate, cook their meals and complete the 
challenging journey. We anticipate that all 
will come through the experience gloriously.

 

�e Lower VI pupils will engage with the 
local community of Gilgil in a 5 day 
community service project. Collection of 
donations is currently underway, and 
everyone in the school is encouraged to help 
out in any way possible. �is will mean a 
return to rural primary schools in the Gilgil 
region, schools which bene�ted from our 
pupils’ and parents’ support in 2021.

As a �tting climax to this year of returning to 
an Outdoor Pursuits normality, at the end of 
the Trinity term, Peponi Explorers will 
endeavour to tackle Africa’s Highest Summit, 
Uhuru peak at Mt Kilimanjaro [5895m asl]. 

Later in February, Shell pupils had an Exploration Day in the Ololua Forest, where they put 
their navigation and map reading skills to the test as they continued to prepare for their 
Presidents’ Award Program (Bronze Award) which culminates in the Trinity term.

During the half-term break, a group of young Peponi Explorers undertook the arduous and 
challenging 5-day Mount Kenya Expedition. �e team of eleven pupils traversed Mount Kenya, 
beginning their climb at Chogoria base camp, traversing through the Lenana peak and 
descending down the Sirimon- Nanyuki route. All 11 explorers made it to the Lenana Summit 
[4985m asl]; it was an achievement of which all could be justly proud, as they overcame rugged 
terrain and, at times, foul weather conditions.

‘Unless we are willing to encourage 
our children to reconnect with and 
appreciate the natural world, we 
cannot expect them to help protect 
and care for it.’



The International 
President’s Award for 
Young People.

Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”63.

�e programme is designed with great care 
presenting to young people, a balanced, 
non-competitive programme of voluntary 
activities that encourages personal 
discovery and growth, self-reliance, 
perseverance, responsibility to themselves 
and service to their community. �rough 
persistence and achievement, taking into 
account the participant’s initial capabilities 
and without any element of competition 
between the participants.

Participants keep a record of all their activities and courses that they attend using the Online 
Record book platform. �ey should input their logs on a weekly basis to keep their achievements 
timely and on track. 

We live in a modern world that is often 
complicated and has limited opportunities 
for personal achievement. �e President’s 
Award programme is to help young people 
with worthwhile leisure activities and 
provide opportunities for voluntary service. 
Having been introduced in the United 
Kingdom in 1956 as the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 

Level

Bronze

Silver

Gold 

Physical recreation

6 months

12 months

18 months

Skills

6 months

12 months

18 months

Service

6 months

12 months

18 months

Adventurous Journey

2 days/1 night

3 days/2 nights

4 days/3 nights

Distance covered

24km

48km

80km
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Here at Peponi, all Shell complete their Bronze and all Lower Vth complete their Silver. We then 
encourage those keen to pursue the Gold Award; sadly, Covid made this di�cult for our current 
Sixth Form, but for the year 2022, Peponi School had two pupils receiving the prestigious Gold 
Award at State House from President Uhuru Kenyatta: namely Janav Shah [L6] and Isabella T 
Davis [U6]. Well done to both. 

�e Shell pupils will undertake their Bronze Expedition on �ursday 26th May – Friday 27th May 
2022.  �e Lower Vth pupils will undertake their Silver Expedition on Monday 23rd May 2022 – 
Wednesday 25th May 2022. �e expeditions will take place in Kakuzi Ltd and the pupils have 
prepared adequately for the challenge ahead.



A mind that is stretched by a new 
experience can never go back to its 
original dimensions.
Oliver Wendal Holmes



Top Three 2021-2022

Prize Giving 2022

Hadi Upeoni “To the Utmost”65.

We have always enjoyed the good sense, the collaboration and the magnanimity of our Top three 
and indeed all our prefects and ministers.  �is year has been no exception. As we returned to 
physical school with a greater sense of community, the roles of our appointed school leaders have 
become more obvious and the demands placed on the individuals concerned have naturally been 
more testing.  Our 4th School Council has remained inconspicuous but it is clear that those senior 
members have tried to rectify and encourage a return to a more central feature of life at the school.  
Our Chapel Chapter has begun the process of introducing services to the school and integrating our 
new spiritual centre into the routine of the school with some success.  �eir incredible work will be 
built upon and we will have a superb chapel that re�ects our diverse community and the importance 
of spirituality within all our faiths.  �e return of House competitions has enjoyed much 
enthusiasm. Errors have been made but lessons have been learnt; competition is not always easy and 
those who win and those who lose have a lot to take on board.  Our school leaders have done a 
tremendous job at guiding the school back into a pre-pandemic existence and the 4th Council 
should rightly be remembered for their role in bringing back the more real Peponi.  

�e top three have been excellent in their overall leadership. �ey have faced their challenges but 
they have overcome them with passion and a sense of right. Joel, Niah and Kian have been excellent 
examples to the school and they pass on their batons to a new top three knowing that they did their 
best to pass on a reputation of excellence that will be imperative for those younger to develop their 
own style of leadership. We wish them well for their futures – an engineer, a �nancier and a political 
economist. From what we know of these three they will enter their careers with some seriousness but 
with a sense of humour, plenty of ambition and, most importantly, a bounty kindness. 



To The Class of 2022
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“We will not miss 
questions like ‘When is 
the deadline?’ and ‘But 
when is the actual 
deadline?’ and ‘When is 
the �nal deadline?’ and 
‘When is the actual �nal 
deadline?’ We will not 
miss any of that. 

We will miss you!”

Be brave and positive -Cast your net wide. 
Be courageous about meeting people, 
about having a go at something you 
haven’t done before.

Don’t stop learning -Take a piece of the 
school with you. (Not literally.) Over time 
you will have absorbed not only 
information, knowledge and skills, but also 
an institution’s values, culture and history. 
Take that experience and use it to make a 
di�erence in the world.

Know yourself and stay in touch with who 
you are -As you get older, you’ll get to 
know yourself better. Always, always be 
true to yourself. Never try to be what you 
are not. �is is a recipe for disappointment 
and unhappiness. Never imagine that you 
are too small or insigni�cant to make a 
di�erence. Nobody made a greater mistake 
than he who did nothing because he could 
do only little. Get acquainted with as many 
people as possible. �e more you know, the 
more perspective and empathy you will 
have, as well as the vital connections to 
help you get to where you want to go.

Five years of being at Peponi School has 
had its memories positive and negative but 
kindly take the following with you.

David Kimani
Head of Careers and University Placements
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Kian Mitesh PatelMaya Oluoch-Olunya

Shrey Beju Haria Jiya Sonali Rughani Neha Snehar Shah

Millie Ra�man

Inaaya Aisha Khawaja

Pascha Schmidt-
Hulsman

Rhea Snehar Shah

Sohail Ibrahim AhmedTracey Aker Madut

We would like to congratulate all our pupils on their outstanding 
achievements as the best performing learners in Kenya and the World in 
the June 2021 examination session. �e awards re�ect the talent and hard 
work of learners, and acknowledge the dedication and commitment of 
both teachers and parents.

Congratulations to our high achievers for a job well done. We as a school 
are proud to have incubated you through the years and you have never let 
us and yourselves down.

Shrey Beju Haria Top in the World Cambridge International
AS Level

Physical Education

Jiya Sonali Rughani Top in Kenya Cambridge IGCSE Foreign Language - German

Neha Snehar Shah Top in Kenya Cambridge IGCSE Foreign Language - Spanish

Millie Ra�man Top in Kenya Cambridge IGCSE Lierature in English

Rhea Snehar Shah Top in Kenya Cambridge International
A Level

Biology

Pascha Schmidt-Hulsman Top in Kenya Cambridge International
AS Level

Biology
Chemistry

Inaaya Aisha Khawaja Top in Kenya Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education

Tracey Aker Madut High Achievement Cambridge International
A Level

Literature in English

Maya Oluoch-Olunya High Achievement Cambridge International
AS Level

Music

Sohail Ibrahim Ahmed Top in Kenya Cambridge International
A Level

Economics

Kian Mitesh Patel Top in Kenya Cambridge International
AS Level

Physics

Name Award Quali�cation Subject

Best in Kenya & the World
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�ere may be people that have more 
talent than you, but there’s no 
excuse for anyone to work 
harder than you do.

 - Derek Jeter
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