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Instructions 

An answer booklet is provided inside this question paper. You should follow the instructions on the front cover of the 

answer booklet. If you need additional answer paper ask the invigilator for a continuation booklet. 

 
Section A (Document Content) 

 Answer ALL questions. 
 
Section B (Core Content) 

 Answer any ONE question. 

 Use black ink or ball-point pen.  

 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name.  
 
Information 

 The total mark for this paper is 30 

 The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question. 
 
Advice 

 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.  

 Keep an eye on the time.  

 Write your answers neatly and in good English. 
 

  



Scholarship Exam 
 

Subject History 2                 March 2021 
 Peponi School 

 

Section A 

20th Century topic 

ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION 

 

DID THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS LACK SUPPORT FROM THE BEGINNING? 

 

Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions. 

 

Background Information 

Some historians claim that the League never had a chance of succeeding because from the start it did not 

have enough support. However, the dreadful experience of the First World War did lead to several ideas 

for a league of nations that would protect peace in the future. Perhaps the leading supporter of such an 

organisation was President Wilson, who suggested it in a speech in January 1918. 

The League of Nations came into existence on 10 January 1920 after lengthy negotiations at the Paris Peace 

Conference. There was much opposition to the League in the USA. In other countries there was much 

debate over whether the League could perform a useful role. 

Was the League doomed to fail from the start because there was so little support for it? 

 

SOURCE A 

The creation of an association of the nations of the world was the summit of Wilson’s ambition. Many 

Americans shared his enthusiasm. When Wilson spoke at a meeting of the League to Enforce Peace its 

influence soared in the struggle to shape a postwar international organisation. Yet its high profile hid a 

great deal of disagreement among Americans about the nature of a league, especially over the degree to 

which a league should have judicial, as opposed to economic or military, means to prevent war. Nor was 

popular support for a league found only in the United States.  

In Great Britain there had been a pro-league movement for some time and when Wilson made his Fourteen 

Points speech in January 1918 it transformed the league idea into Britain’s chief aim. There is little evidence 

that the League held any particular attraction for Lloyd George. In fact, to him Wilson’s enthusiasm seemed 

almost ludicrous. However, public opinion in Britain was strongly on the side of a league. A league of nations 

was a much less pressing topic in France. French conservatives paid it little attention, preferring instead to 

focus on the requirements of traditional balance-of-power diplomacy. 

French liberals supported the idea of a league, while the powerful socialists remained fearful that a league 

would hide the ambitions of international capitalism. Clemenceau saw the League as a potential threat to 

France’s safety. Its very existence might lull the world into a sense of false security and prevent the 

negotiation of a new web of international alliances similar to the Triple Entente which had saved France in 

1914. 

From a recent history book. 
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SOURCE B 

In Paris, Wilson insisted on chairing the league commission because for him the League of Nations was the 

centerpiece of the peace settlements. The picture sometimes painted of Wilson sailing across the Atlantic 

bearing the gift of the League of Nations is false. Many Europeans had long wanted a better way of 

managing international relations. 

Lloyd George went along with Wilson’s insistence that the League should be the first task of the Peace 

Conference, not merely out of cynical desire to keep the Americans happy. He was after all a Liberal, the 

leader of a party with a strong opposition to war. As a skilled politician, he also knew the British public and 

knew that it would be a disaster to come back from the peace conference without a league of nations. But 

the League never caught his imagination. In France, there was deep pessimism about international 

cooperation to end war. On the other hand, there was a willingness, especially among liberals, to give the 

League a try. Clemenceau had mixed feelings and was not, as is sometimes said, hostile. But he was 

determined that it would not be said that France had blocked the League. 

In the USA public opinion provided general support for the League but no clear guidance as to its shape. 

Should it use force or moral persuasion? By April 1919 Wilson was feeling pleased, but he dangerously 

assumed that he had the support to get the League through Congress. 

From a history book published in 2001. 

 

 

 

Now answer the following question.  

 

1.  Study Sources A and B. 

How far do these two sources agree? Explain your answer using details of the sources.        [10] 
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SECTION B: CORE CONTENT 

Answer ONE question from this Section. 

1.  In the early years of the twentieth century tension was increasing between the Great Powers. 

(a) In what ways was Germany a great world power in the years before 1914?           [4] 

(b) Why was the role of Russia important in increasing tension between the Great Powers before 

1914?                     [6] 

(c) ‘Great Power rivalry over Morocco, rather than over the Balkans, posed the greater threat to peace.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.           [10] 

 

2. After the First World War, the victorious powers found it hard to reach agreement about the peace 

settlements. 

(a) What actions could the League take to encourage members to follow its decisions?         [4] 

(b) Why was Wilson unsuccessful in achieving his goal of self-determination for the peoples of 

Europe?                   [6] 

(c) ‘The Treaty of Versailles was too harsh.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain 

your answer.                      [10] 

            

3. Soviet actions brought increased tension to Europe in the years before 1949. 

(a) What was agreed on at the Potsdam Conference in 1945?                [4] 

(b) Why was the Marshall Plan offered to all countries of Europe?            [6] 

(c) ‘The main cause of tension between the Soviet Union and the West between 1947 and 1949 
      was the Berlin Airlift.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.                [10] 

 
4. The Weimar Republic faced many problems. 

(a) Describe the German Revolution of 1918.              [4] 

(b) Why was the Weimar Republic facing problems in 1919–20?             [6] 

(c) ‘By 1929 the Weimar Republic had overcome its problems.’ How far do you agree with this   
statement? Explain your answer.              [10] 
 

5. Society changed in the USA in the 1920s. 

(a) Describe US government policy on immigration in the 1920s.             [4] 

(b) Why did prohibition lead to an increase in crime?              [6] 

(c) ‘Women’s lives improved in the USA in the 1920s.’ How far do you agree with this statement? 

Explain your answer.                 [10]  
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6.  Within the space of twelve years, the Tsar faced two revolutions. 

(a) In addition to Bloody Sunday, what other protests against Tsarist rule took place in 1905?        [4] 

(b) Why was Stolypin important to the Tsarist regime?             [6] 

(c) How important was the loss of the support of the armed forces in the collapse of Tsarist rule in 

1917? Explain your answer.               [10] 

 

 

 
[Total Marks 20] 

 


