
DIRECTOR OF SPORT

BRIEFING FOR CANDIDATES

FOR APRIL 2022



KEY DATES

Monday, 25th October: Closing date but early applications welcome

Week commencing 1st November: Zoom Interviews (for all long-list candidates)

Week commencing 8th November: Interviews in UK and/or at Peponi School, Kenya 
(for short-list candidates)

Start Date: Monday, 11th April 2022 (January 2022 also considered)



WELCOME FROM THE HEADMASTER

Kenya is a genuinely spiritual and highly cultural country with a fabulously friendly and 
energetic people. It is a truly great place to work and it has been, for some time, a hub of 
quality forward-thinking education.

Peponi School is one of the country’s leading schools and our vision goes even higher, with 
an aim of being the very best School in East Africa, incorporating the values of our country 
with the ambitions of our families. We are a very successful and busy school with ambitious 
pupils, delightful parents and an enthusiastic Common Room. We have enjoyed continued 
development of our campus and are currently settling into yet more new facilities.

Our pupils are equipped to take on the challenges of any degree programme at universities 
across the world.

We constantly review our practice and are currently developing a curriculum that allows all 
children to excel and gives them experiences of senior school education that compete with 
the best schools on the international stage.

We are currently looking for a Director of Sport to join us for April 2022 or January 2022, 
if possible. We are keen to appoint an enthusiastic professional with energy and aspiration, 
someone who wants to be part of a community emboldened by success and committed to 
developing the minds and skills of young people. Kenya is a land of opportunity and at 
Peponi we aim to give our students as much opportunity as we can.

Join us and you will be part of a dynamic community with with a passion for life in Kenya 
and here at Peponi. All of us here enjoy what we do and we derive great satisfaction from 
seeing our pupils thrive. 

Mark Durston - Headmaster



SPORT AT PEPONI SCHOOL
Peponi School offers a well-balanced, holistic education that values character and the spirit 
of excellence. Along with our Preparatory School, Peponi House, Peponi School wants more 
for its children than entrance into university. Whilst we believe in a quality academic 
education we believe  more in giving children and young adults an excellent grounding for 
life. The school goes beyond the demands of IGCSE and A Level both in and out of the 
classroom, and within the sporting arena, the school excels. Sports Scholarships and 
Exhibitions are available at both 13+ and 16+.

As a major presence in the Kenyan Association of Independent Schools and Sports 
Organization (KAISSO), Peponi School currently holds a number of National titles and 
generally receive medals in most sports. We concentrate on not only whole-school 
participation of traditional UK sports but allow pupils to thrive at high-performance level 
in School and within representation at District and/or National level. As we begin to 
emerge from Covid-19, fixtures take place every weekend at senior and junior level, and 
Peponi School are regular hosts of a number of KAISSO tournaments.

That every pupil is encouraged to play a wide range of both individual and team games is 
only the beginning. The principal sports on offer for the boys are Cricket and Football in 
the Michaelmas term, Hockey and Basketball in the Hilary term and Rugby in the Trinity 
term. For the girls across the three terms, Rounders and Basketball; Hockey and Football, 
and Netball are the main sports played. This is in line with all international schools in the 
country. Swimming, Athletics, Tennis and Cross Country occur over three terms. 
Additionally, Volleyball, Squash and Dance prove popular as further sports supplementing 
the main games programme. Each pupil plays sport for at least two afternoons a week. 
There is also the opportunity to expand or focus on sporting skills through the school’s 
extensive Activities programme.

We are fortunate to have our site on Northlands Ranch, a major area owned by the Schools’ 
proprietors, which boasts further sports such as Shooting, Archery, Cycling and 
Equestrianism available to Peponi pupils.



FACILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Peponi School has a very spacious campus occupying over 65 acres about twenty kilometres 
outside of the centre of Nairobi, in the beautiful country of Kenya. We are nestled in a 
much larger Ranch that offers us a beautiful rural setting away from the rush of a busy city. 
The school has recently completed a significant development of facilities to include a new 
boarding House, a Chapel and a significant expansion of sporting facilities including a 
running track, squash courts, and one of the best cricket ovals and squares in the country. 
Our swimming pool, all-weather tennis and basketball courts and superb football, hockey, 
netball and rugby pitches remain the envy of most Kenyan schools.

As we strive to be the very best school in East Africa, we believe our facilities suit  this goal. 
However, it is key that the use of our facilities benefits the local community at both adult 
and child level. Whilst we host national squads for training purposes, we also wish to allow 
those less fortunate to benefit from our facilities and growing such partnerships is an 
important part of the profile of Sport at Peponi School.

Of equal importance is that our Sports department go into local Prep Schools and help 
develop both coaches and pupils alike, further strengthening our relationships with such 
institutions.



THE ROLE

The Director of Sport of Peponi School is a key role in Common Room and within the 
wider community. We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated, inspirational and talented 
individual who will be enthusiastic, well-qualified, ambitious and dedicated.

The successful candidate will lead all aspects of PE and Sport both within and beyond the 
curriculum. PE is taught at IGCSE and A level, and there is a committed sports department 
of full-time coaches nurturing our pupils’ love of sport and exercise within the 
extra-curricular. 

The Director of Sport will advise both Deputy Head (Academic) and Deputy Head 
(Pastoral) and will oversee the planning and delivery of sporting events. Our facilities, 
among some of the best in East Africa, reflect our determination and dedication to ensure 
our sporting provision remains fully inclusive and enviably competitive. As detailed, Peponi 
School has an excellent reputation in school sport and the expectation is that the Director 
of Sport will continue in this tradition, seeking always to find ways to improve and develop 
new opportunities. They will have a clear understanding of elite performance as well as 
evincing a drive for ensuring all pupils are motivated to lead a healthy and active lifestyle. 

The successful candidate will seek to strengthen relationships with our Prep School, Peponi 
House, which occupies a site in northern Nairobi approximately 30 mins away from Peponi 
School’s Northlands site. They will ensure that we remain an active sporting presence within 
the wider community and must show initiative in looking for new and original 
opportunities to enhance our sporting profile. They will also embrace the wider boarding 
school, its pastoral and spiritual ethos and will have an appreciation of the busy life such a 
school leads.

For a more comprehensive overview of the school please visit our website at
www.peponischool.org/school



LIFE IN KENYA

Kenya is a beautiful country, full of opportunities to explore and relax. As the Director of 
Sport at Peponi School you will enjoy an excellent quality of life, set in beautiful 
surroundings with all the city amenities only a short distance away.

Nairobi is a cosmopolitan city with something for everyone, whether it is socialising with 
friends or having a family day out. Work life balance is important and working hard means 
you can also play hard. We are 40 minutes’ drive from the airport and which means you 
can hop on a plane and arrive 1 hour later in Mombasa, on some of the world’s most 
beautiful beaches.

The climate is perfect, in the day it is not too hot around 27 degrees, and of an evening it 
cools down so you can enjoy a good night’s sleep. You will be given excellent 
accommodation on our school compound, which is safe and private. You will also have 
access to world-class healthcare.

But life in Kenya can also come with some frustrations. Real poverty does exist in many 
areas and the contrast with school life can be upsetting and unsettling. Driving in Kenya 
can be seen as challenging, however this is something you do get used to and adapt to very 
easily. Personal security also requires a degree of caution in some areas, as it does in most 
countries around the world.

All this is not for everybody, but Kenya and Nairobi offer a dramatically more pleasant 
living and working environment than many other countries and other cities worldwide. At 
Peponi you would be part of a large family and friendly ex-pat community, with excellent 
opportunities for family life and, if you have children, for their own experience and 
memories.





PERSONAL PROFILE

The ideal candidate should have recognised experience at a high level of at least one sport, a 
degree and high level coaching qualifications and/or experience. They will be qualified to 
teach PE to both IGCSE and A-level. They will be a ‘team player’ whilst also demonstrating 
outstanding communication skills, commanding respect from pupils, staff and parents 
alike. In addition, they will be possessing of:

• Excellent administrative and organisational abilities with accomplished ICT skills

• Vision and drive for producing high class lessons, sporting drills and practice

• An understanding of, and committed to Peponi’s ethos as outlined above

• A passion for Sport both as an integral part of our curriculum and our policy of 
sport for all

• Be well-informed of current educational issues in boarding schools and secondary 
education

• A broad awareness of legalities and good practice within schools and an obvious 
commitment for pupil welfare and safeguarding



TERMS & CONDITIONS and 
APPLICATION PROCESS

The initial contract is for two years, renewable thereafter. 

New members of the teaching staff will report to the Headmaster, Mark Durston.

All members of the academic staff are well remunerated, taking into account a 
qualified teacher’s years of full-time experience and their responsibilities.

Benefits include:

- on-site accommodation

- membership of school pension scheme

- medical insurance

- interest-free car loan

- generous educational concessions (for teachers with children of 
prep/secondary school age)

- flights for expatriate teachers at the beginning and end of a two year 
contract and annually thereafter



Employment offers and appointments will be dependent on:

- two satisfactory references including one from your current or most recent 
employer

- an ICPS and/or UK DBS Enhanced Clearance and barred list check and/or 
the equivalent in other countries

- proof of qualifications

- proof of your entitlement to work in Kenya and the granting of a work 
permit, if necessary

The school’s proprietor is a private Kenyan company, School Operators Limited.

TERMS & CONDITIONS and 
APPLICATION PROCESS CONTINUED



APPLICATION PROCESS

Please note that we are working with Independent Coach Education (I.C.E.) on 
this appointment. Please contact Dan Scargill on 
dan@independentcoacheducation.co.uk or by telephone on +44 (0)1539 
560060 should you have any enquiries prior to applying.

To apply, simply download the Application Form on our website 
www.peponischool.org and submit as instructed to Dan Scargill on 
dan@independentcoacheducation.co.uk 

Applications must be received by 11.00am on Monday 25th October 2021. 
Earlier applications are  very welcome.



CONFIDENTIALITY

- References will only be requested at interview stage and we will let you know 
before we approach referees.

- Please let us know if you have any specific concerns about referees being 
contacted.

The school website contains lots of other information and many of the School’s 
policies. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us in strict 
confidence, using the e-mail address above. The Headmaster will be happy to help.

Thank you for your interest in Peponi School. We look forward to hearing 
from you and, hopefully, to meeting you in person.

Peponi School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of  children. Applicants will 
be subject to child protection screening, including checks with past employers, the UK Disclosure 
and Barring Service and/or authorities in other countries.



@peponi_school Peponi School peponi_school@peponischool

Peponi School

PO Box 236, Ruiru 00232
+(254) 020 354 6456

+(254) 0733 615 139; +(254) 0722 287 248


