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Instructions 

 Use black ink or ball-point pen.  

 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name.  

 Answer the questions in the answer sheets provided. 

– there may be more space than you need.  

Information 

 The marks for each question are shown in brackets. 

 This examination is 1 hour 30 minutes long. 

 The paper is divided into two sections: 

 Section 1: 20th Century Document Questions 

 Section 2: Outline Questions: 

 You must answer ALL the questions in section 1 and any TWO from section 2.  

 You should spend five minutes reading and then no more than twenty minutes on Section 1. 

 Handwriting and presentation are important. 
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SECTION 1 

20th Century topic 
 

 

DID THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS HAVE ANY CHANCE OF SUCCESS? 

Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions. 
 

Background Information 

During the peace negotiations in 1919 it was agreed to set up a League of Nations. Its main aim was 

to maintain world peace through collective security and disarmament. The League faced many 

problems during its lifetime including its lack of powers of enforcement, the absence of some major 

countries and the self-interest of leading members such as Britain and France. By the end of the crisis 

over Abyssinia in 1936 it was clear that the League was failing. Was the League doomed from the 

start? 
 

SOURCE A 

The sovereign state was the only source of the League’s power. There could be no authority above 

that of the state, and no state could be legally bound without its consent. The League was an 

experiment in internationalism at a time when the counterclaims of nationalism were running powerfully 

in the opposite direction. 

To work properly, the new system of security needed to be universal and the League’s orientation 

global. From the start, despite the American input to its creation and its many non-European members, 

the League was a Eurocentric institution. Yet neither the British nor the French, who had little 

confidence in it, saw the League as providing the answer either to the stabilisation of Europe or to the 

future security of France. 

From a history book published in 2005. 
 

SOURCE B 

For the first time in history the counsels of mankind are to be drawn together for the purpose of 

defending the rights and improving the conditions of working people – men, women and children – all 

over the world. Such a thing as that was never dreamed of before, and what you are asked to discuss 

is the matter of seeing that this idea is not interfered with. There is no other way to do it than by a 

universal League of Nations, and what is proposed is a universal League of Nations. 

But the idea of a League of Nations will not be fully carried out if any one of the great influences that 

brought that result about is withheld. Every great fighting nation in the world is on the list of those who 

are to constitute the League of Nations. I say every great nation, because America is going to be 

included among them, and the only choice, my fellow citizens, is whether we will go in now or come in 

later with Germany; whether we will go in as founders of this covenant of freedom or go in as one of 

those who are admitted after they have made a mistake and repented. 

An extract from one of the many speeches President Wilson gave across the United States in 

September 1919. 
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SOURCE C 

 

A British cartoon published in 1919. 
 

SOURCE D 

The League needs to provide the means for the common action which will have to be exercised by the 

Council. I need hardly point out the League lacks the means of control or police that would make its 

decisions effective. We all want our action to be effective; we do not want anybody to ridicule us. We 

desire security. I am bound to say that at the present moment we do not feel that the safeguards are 

adequate. 

France must keep its weapons in readiness. France is obliged to be military for the present, and to 

continue to be so in order to avoid the resumption of war. We do not want to have lost a million and a 

half lives for nothing. 

From a speech by a French delegate to the Assembly of the League, 1921. 
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Now answer all the following questions. You may use any of the sources to help you answer the 

questions, in addition to those sources which you are told to use. In answering the questions, you 

should use your knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 

 

1.  Study Source A. 

What can you learn about the League of Nations from this source? Explain your answer using details 

of the source.                [6] 

 

2.  Study Source B. 

 Why was this speech made? Explain your answer using details of the source and your knowledge [6] 

 

3.  Study Source C. 

What is the cartoonist’s message? Explain your answer using details of the source and your knowledge.      

    [8] 

 

 

[Total 20 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History Scholarship Paper  
 

Peponi School 5 March 2022 
  

 

SECTION 2 

OUTLINE QUESTIONS 

Answer any two questions from this Section. 

 

1.  The peacemakers at Versailles achieved the best they could at the time. 
 
(a) What did the Treaty of Versailles decide about (i) the Saar and (ii) Danzig?                   [4] 
 
(b) Why did the Allies exclude Germany from the peace negotiations?         [6] 
 
(c) ‘Of the defeated countries, Austria suffered the most from the Paris peace settlement.’ How 

      far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.       [10] 

 
 
2. In the 1930s Hitler threatened world peace. 
 
(a) What happened in the Saar in 1935?            [4] 
 
(b) Why was Hitler able to unite with Austria?                        [6] 
 
(c) ‘Germany was more responsible for war in 1939 than any other country.’ How far do you 
      agree with this statement? Explain your answer.                                [10] 
 
 

3. Effectiveness of American policy of containment. 

(a) Describe the Bay of Pigs event.             [4] 

(b) Why did the UNO become involved in the Korean WAR?              [6] 

(c) Khrushchev handled the Cuban missile crisis better than Kennedy. How far do you agree with this  

     statement. Explain your answer.               [10] 

              
 

4. The German people suffered mixed fortunes between 1923 and 1929. 
 
(a) What was the impact of hyperinflation in 1923 on the German people?            [4] 
 
(b) Why did Germans resent the French occupation of the Ruhr in 1923?        [6] 
 
(c) How important was the Dawes Plan of 1924 to the recovery of the Weimar Republic? Explain 
     your answer.              [10] 

 

 

                                                                                                                        [Total 40 marks] 

 


