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Introduction

All schools are fundamentally academic but good schools should be trying to develop pupils 
beyond the confines of a set curriculum and allow them to develop the curiosity that is going to 
prepare them for a life beyond the world of academia. More fundamentally, schools are 
preparing pupils for their adult working world that is more commonly demanding a much wider 
variety of skills. 

We wish our pupils to be defined by following intellectual and personal qualities: 

Independence – Self motivation is a something that should be second nature to all Peponi pupils.  
Contribution – Peponi pupils should have a strong sense of community and want to have an 
impact on our local, national and global societies.
Aspiration – Peponi pupils should aim high, set targets and want to realise their potential, 
achieve excellence and persevere until success is enjoyed 
Confidence – Peponi pupils be self-assured, be proud of their abilities but guard against 
arrogance.
Integrity – Peponi pupils should be honest, sensitive to the needs of others and acknowledge the 
contributions of others. 
Curiosity – Peponi pupils need to develop their interests and have a genuine desire to inquire 
and to learn.

Our scholars are selected to become leaders in the academic, intellectual, and extra-curricular 
areas of the School. Whether on the games field, within the classroom, the music hall, the 
debating chamber or on the stage, our scholars should exhibit our ideals to support all of our 
community to do their best.

John Rushkin (1819 – 1900)

Quality is never an accident. It is 
always the result of intelligent effort.



Expectations of  Award Winners

At Peponi School, we view pupils who 
have been awarded either a scholarship or 
an exhibition as ambassadors for scholarly 
practice within the school.  These are 
pupils who are both inspired and who can 
inspire others to achieve their very best. 
All scholars and exhibitioners are part of 
the wider school community and are fully 
integrated in the systems of the School.  
However, those who hold awards are 
members of the “Symposium” and work 
under the direct observation of the 
Headmaster.  They are supported, as all 
pupils are supported, by their tutor, their 
Housemaster or Mistress, and other 
members of the school community but 
expectations of their behaviour, their 
development, and their ambition are all 
more accountable to those who teach 
them and to the Headmaster.

Academic award holders are expected to 
contribute to the intellectual life of the 
School, demonstrating a passion and thirst 
for the academic opportunities at Peponi, 
not simply in the classroom but in the 
myriad of opportunities for academic 
extension. 

Sports award holders should be taking 
leadership positions in their teams and 
contributing to the success of the School 
on the games field and, more importantly, 
advocating an exceptional sportsman’s and 
sportswoman’s attitude.  

All specialist award winners should take 
part in every opportunity to advance the 
interests of their activity to the wider 
school community. 

Aristotle (385 BC – 323 BC)

Excellence is an 
art won by training 
and habituation. 
We do not act 
rightly because we 
have virtue or 
excellence, but we 
rather have those 
because we have 
acted rightly. We 
are what we 
repeatedly do. 
Excellence, then, 
is not an act but a 
habit.
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Scholarships

Peponi School welcomes applications for scholarships and exhibitions at 13+ entry and 
at 16+ entry.  There are a number of awards available in a wide range of pupil activity.  
The aim is to reward and encourage pupils to excel and to strive for the very best in 
their endeavours.  

Awards are placed in three categories:

• Academic;

• Specialist;

• All-Rounder Awards.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. (1841 – 1935)

Carl Rogers (1902 – 1987)

A man's mind, stretched 
by new ideas, may never 
return to its original 
dimensions.

Education is the passport 
to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to those who 
prepare for it today.

Malcolm X (1925 – 1965)

The only person who is educated is 
the one who has learned how to learn 
…and change.



Academic

A series of examinations are written to assess a pupil’s aptitude in a wide range of 
subjects that are common within a Prep or Primary School curriculum.  Candidates are 
expected to have a basic knowledge of main subject areas but we emphasise the 
demand for potential and therefore specific memory based knowledge is kept to a 
minimum.  The regurgitation of prepared answers does not necessarily show the true 
ability of candidates; we are looking for genuine flair and intellectual acuity, together 
with a sensitivity towards other people. This provides access for any academic award to 
any pupils from perhaps a more diverse nature of previous educational experiences. 
This diversity of candidates is often broader than traditional IAPS Common Entrance 
curriculum; examinations are set to reflect this diversity. 

Academic Scholarships and Exhibitions are awarded based on the performance in a full 
range of academic subjects.  

Sydney J. Harris (1917 – 1986)

The whole purpose of education is to 
turn mirrors into windows.

Dr. Seuss (1904 – 1991)

The more that you read, the more 
things you will know, the more that 
you learn, the more places you’ll go.

1.
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We also offer three specific academic awards;

The Wangari Maathai Scholarship for all round academic excellence. 

This is the highest academic award at Peponi School and the successful candidate 
will need to perform at the highest level in all academic papers.  The pupil who 
wins this award will also be expected to produce an outstanding General Paper that 
shows initiative, independence of thought and exceptional writing skills for their 
age. 

The Ramanujan Mathematics Scholarship 

The successful candidate will be expected to produce two superb mathematics 
papers (Mathematics II and III) and will have been exceptional in a viva 
examination with a panel of mathematicians. A good performance will also be 
expected in the Physics examinations. 

The Thiong’o Scholarship for Modern Languages and Literacy

The successful candidate will be expected to perform in not only the Modern 
Foreign Language paper of their choice (Kiswahili, French, Spanish and German) 
but should also produce excellent essays in the English II and the General paper. A 
good performance in History can also be credited.

In all academic award assessments the following papers are compulsory: 

English II 

Mathematics II

Science (for all pupils) 

History 

Geography 

The General Paper

Modern Foreign Language (as a second language option)

Papers are also offered in the following subjects: – [all candidates should choose two of 
these papers.  If candidates wish to be considered for the Wangari Maathai, Thiong’o or 
the Ramanujan awards then they should opt for the correct and specific papers.]

English III (Thiong’o Scholarship)

Mathematics III (Ramanujan Scholarship)

Physics (Ramanujan Scholarship)

Chemistry 

Biology 

Religious Studies

ICT 

Modern Foreign Language (Kiswahili, French, Spanish and German)
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All Scholarships and Exhibitions are awarded at the discretion of the Headmaster and 
the Scholarship Election Committee.  All awards are merit based and there is no limit to 
the awards given in any one particular year. There is also no demand on the Election 
Committee to give a particular number of awards. 
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This is an award for all-round academic excellence. 

This is the highest academic award at Peponi School and the 
successful candidate will need to perform at the highest level in 
all academic papers.  The pupil who wins this award will also 
be expected to produce an outstanding General Paper that 
shows initiative, independence of thought and exceptional 
writing skills for their age. 

A candidate must complete all the compulsory subjects and take 
two papers from the list below.

It would be expected that a successful candidate will have taken either Mathematics III or English 
III

All candidates for this award will be interviewed by the Election Committee and questions will be 
based on the General Paper, a candidate’s ambitions for their academic future and the opinions 
on current world events. 

Compulsory Papers

• English II 
• Mathematics II
• Science (for all pupils) 
• History 
• Geography 
• The General Paper
• Modern Foreign Language (as a second  
 language option) 

Two papers should be taken from:

• English III (Thiong’o Scholarship)
• Mathematics III (Ramanujan   

 Scholarship)
• Physics (Ramanujan Scholarship)
• Chemistry 
• Biology 
• Religious Studies
• ICT 
• Modern Foreign Language (Kiswahili,  

 French, Spanish and German)
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The Wangari Maathai 
Scholarship

Wangari Maathai (1940 – 2011)

It is important to nurture any new ideas and 
initiatives which can make a difference for 
Africa.



A candidate must sit all compulsory papers; 

• English II 
• Mathematics II 
• Science (for all pupils) 
• History 
• Geography 
• The General Paper
• Modern Foreign Language (as a second language option)

The successful candidate will be expected to produce two superb mathematics papers 
(Mathematics II and III) A good performance will also be expected in the Science and Physics 
examination. 

Candidates who wish to be considered for this award must choose Mathematics III and Physics 
for their optional papers. 

All candidates will be expected to answer mathematical questions in a viva voce examination 
given by a panel of mathematicians. The panel will ask a candidate to solve a particular problem 
and explain their working. 

The Ramanujan 
Mathematics Scholarship

Srinivasa Ramanujan FRS (1887 – 1920)

An equation means nothing to me unless it 
expresses a thought of God.
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This is an award dedicated to those candidates who excel in the written 
word.  
 
A candidate must sit all compulsory papers; 

• English II 
• Mathematics II 
• Science (for all pupils) 
• History 
• Geography 
• The General Paper
• Modern Foreign Language (as a second language option)

Candidates are expected to present excellence in their modern language paper and in the English 
II paper.  Their essay in the General Paper will be expected to demonstrate freedom of thought 
and a suggestion independent ideas. 

All candidates for this award should choose the English III paper and preferably the Religious 
Studies paper or another Foreign Language paper.  

All candidates will be interviewed by the Election Committee where they will face questions on 
their General Paper, current world events and their ideas on society and government. They will 
also be expected to make comment on any novel that they will have read.

The Thiong’o Scholarship for 
Modern Languages and Literacy

Ngugi wa Thiong’o (1938 - )

Belief in yourself is more important than endless 
worries of what others think of you. Value 
yourself and others will value you. Validation is 
best that comes from within.

Ngugi wa Thiong’o (1938 - )

If you know all the languages of the world but not your 
mother tongue, that is enslavement. Knowing your 
mother tongue and all other languages too is 
empowerment.
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Specialist Awards

These awards are based on activities in which many pupils excel and are based on 
excellence outside of the classroom. However, all candidates are expected to sit written 
papers in Mathematics and English.  They will also be interviewed by a member of the 
Election Committee. There are both scholarships and exhibitions available and all are 
awarded based on merit. The Election Committee is not bound to give any specific 
number of awards.  The following areas may be presented for candidacy: 

Sport

Music

Art 

Drama

George Santayana (1863 – 1952)

A child educated only at school is an 
uneducated child.

2.
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At Peponi School we believe that involvemement in sport  is  a crucial part of a pupil’s 
growth and development. They help in the development of mental health and physical 
fitness of the body. Through participation in sports and games, a pupil gains various 
skills, experience and confidence that are helpful for developing their personality.

Successful candidates will show a natural ability and will have begun to reach 
outstanding levels in one or more of our major sports. We are looking for enthusiastic 
leaders and team players who display talent, potential, commitment and good 
sportsmanship. They will justify their scholarship by acting as an example to others 
through their high levels of motivation and determination. 

As a guideline, a successful candidate will be:

Somebody who regularly represents their school’s A/1st Team in their chosen sport  
(as a minimum)

Able to demonstrate a very high level of ability and standard of play.

More practised and have demonstrated a high level of skill and effort.

An exceptional sportsperson, displaying dedication and commitment. 

One of the very best performers in their year group in at least one, but ideally two 
(or more) activities. If a candidate is performing at an exceptionally high level in one 
activity (e.g. regional, county or international standard), then we would take into 
account the fact that this is likely to dominate their participation and may make it 
impossible for them to be performing at a high level in another activity/activities;

An individual who other pupils look to as a role model in the sporting arena. They 
will have consistently approached training and fixtures with the highest levels of 
effort and application, will show significant potential with their leadership and 
communication skills and take on board advice provided and act on this in order to 
improve performance.

Somebody who will be motivated to make the most of the School’s resources 
available to sport scholars.

Sport Scholarship
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I always felt that my greatest asset was not my physical 
ability, it was my mental ability.

Bruce Jenner

One man practising sportsmanship is far better than 50 
preaching it.

Knute Rockne



You are welcome to provide a portfolio highlighting your achievements. We will require 
a reference from the Director of Sport at your school outlining:

ability

coachability

potential

commitment

self-discipline

There are two parts to the sport scholarship assessment:

Part one: physical and motor skills assessment
Candidates should bring suitable footwear and wear their current school’s PE kit.

Part two: Sport-specific assessment
Candidates should bring any equipment required to compete in their 2 chosen sports, 
such as hockey sticks, rugby boots, cricket bats and so on. The assessment will take 
place outside so candidates should bring suitable clothing. Gum shields and shin pads 
will be required for any contact activity.

Expectations of a Sports Scholarship-holder at Peponi School:
You will be expected to be an outstanding ambassador for the School and demonstrate a 
willingness to contribute fully to the sporting and wider life of Peponi.

You will be required to represent the School in your chosen competitive sport on a 
regular basis – in all three terms.

Somewhere behind the 
athlete you’ve become 
and the hours of 
practice and the 
coaches who have 
pushed you is a little 
girl who fell in love 
with the game and 
never looked back… 
play for her.

Mia Hamm
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Further queries can be addressed through the Head of Sport on 
mantony@peponischool.org

Mr. Marc-Anthony Eysele (Director of Sport)



At Peponi School we believe that Music is arguably the most life-enriching academic 
subject of them all. A universal language that triggers emotional responses and kickstarts 
creativity like no other, music is a fundamental pillar of an arts education.

We believe that music supports children to 

Stimulate their brains 

Allows them to connect to others

Integrate their understanding to many other subject disciplines

Develop their own personal discipline

To relieve stress in their daily lives

Candidates for the music awards will be expected to complete the following tests

Music Scholarship
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Without music, life would be a mistake.
Friedrich Nietzsche

How is it that music can, without words, evoke our 
laughter, our fears, our highest aspirations?

Jane Swan

I think music in itself is healing. It’s an explosive 
expression of humanity. It’s something we are all 
touched by. No matter what culture we’re from, 
everyone loves music.

Billy Joel



Performance:

Candidates applying for a Music Scholarship should prepare a piece on TWO 
INSTRUMENTS. Each piece should last approximately three minutes. Overlong 
pieces may be self-penalising. 

Candidates applying for any other awards with Music (including the Music 
Exhibition) will only need to perform ONE piece of approximately three minutes 
duration. 

The piece(s) may be accompanied with piano/CD or unaccompanied. 

N.B.  If there is a piano accompaniment, please give this to the Director of Music at your 
earliest convenience. You are welcome to arrange and bring your own accompanist but 
we cannot guarantee what time your performance and interview will take place.

Quick study piece:

Candidates will be given a short piece of music on their main instrument and have 
approximately half a minute to look through and play any sections. They will then 
be asked to perform the piece at the interview to the best of their ability and as 
musically as possible, taking note of any performance directions & markings. They 
may also be asked questions about the nature, character and context of the piece.

Interview:

Candidates will be interviewed by the Director of Music on various aspects of their 
music-making and experience as well as their ambitions and targets. 

Candidates are welcome to bring a portfolio if they wish but it does not necessarily 
convey any advantage over other candidates. 

References:

A brief reference is required from the candidate’s current classroom music teacher in 
their Preparatory School. It should detail the candidate’s musical ability and 
contribution to the Music Department. This should be emailed directly to the 
Director of Music

When registering for scholarship day, candidates MUST inform us which instrument(s) 
they are auditioning on.

For any questions or special arrangements, please email
jlaight@peponischool.org

Mr. James Laight (Director of Creative Arts)
. 
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The Art Scholarship holder is expected to be a passionate artist with outstanding 
technical ability and an obvious flair for art. The candidate will be an active and 
enthusiastic volunteer and participant in art activities around the school from 
extracurricular activities to school productions. The candidate is expected to be a 
dedicated and motivated pupil who will inspire others around them and lead projects 
with ease. 

The successful candidate will have demonstrated the following:

Outstanding proficiency in the use of media.

Creativity and individuality in their style.

Versatility in the use of materials, techniques and/or processes.

Art Scholarship
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Creativity takes courage.
Henri Matisse

You don’t take a photograph, you make it.

Ansel Adams

The principles of true art is not to portray, but to evoke.

Jerzy Kosinski



Prerequisites:

A written reference or recommendation from their previous school and current teachers 
outlining their ability, contributions and achievements in and outside of the school. This 
should be emailed to the Head of Art prior to the scholarship day.

The successful candidate will not only submit the drawings required prior to the 
scholarship day but also a portfolio of work completed over the years that demonstrate 
an interest, commitment and love for art.

Scholarship day:

Interview:
To be conducted by the Head of Art based on their interests, experiences and ambitions. 
This is also an opportunity to share and talk about their portfolio of work. The portfolio 
should demonstrate use of a range of techniques and/or processes (e.g. pencil shading, 
paints, prints, craft/3D, etc.) 

Task:
The assessment is a practical task that will take place in the art room. The candidate will 
be given one and a half hours to complete a drawing from observation. The composition 
will be pre-arranged for them and specific instructions provided. Equipment and tools 
will be available but the candidate is free to bring along additional preferred supplies.

For further information please email 
bwakhu@peponischool.org
B. Wakhu (Head of Art)
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Drama is an important feature of life at Peponi School.  We are looking for pupils who 
are committed to the performing arts and particularly to those who are keen to be part 
of the dramatic arts.  The school has put on a large number of exceptional plays and we 
are looking to expand the experience of all of our pupils so that they can benefit from 
the world of the theatre.  We believe that drama, theatre, and the performing arts in 
general, have enormous beneficial influences on the development of young people. The 
benefits are physical, emotional, social and they help pupils to develop a healthy 
appreciation of culture and the arts.  

Drama is especially good for the development of :

Self-confidence

Imagination 

Empathy 

Cooperation

Concentration 

Emotional Outlet 

and Memory 

Drama Scholarship

All the world's a stage.
William Shakespeare, As You Like It

All the world's a stage, and all the men and 
women merely players.

William Shakespeare, As You Like It

Ava Gardner

I have only one 
rule in 
acting-trust the 
director, and give 
him heart and 
soul.



Pupils who are  applying for a Peponi School Drama Awards will be assessed in two 
areas:

1. Performance Skills

2. Attitude And Approach

Performance Skills

Monologue

• Pupils should learn a monologue of their choice and be ready to perform it on  
 the day, off script.

• The monologue should be around 3 minutes in length.

Improvisation

• Pupils will take part in a group improvisational workshop, led by the Head of   
 Drama.

• There is no need to prepare anything for the workshop, although candidates  
 should come appropriately dressed in comfortable clothing and soft footwear.

Attitude And Approach

Direction

• Candidates will be given feedback on their monologue on the day and asked to  
 respond to the direction given. 

• A willingness to experiment will be required.

Interview

• Candidates will be interviewed by the Head of Drama about their experiences of  
 performance, as well as their ambitions and targets.

• Candidates are welcome to bring a portfolio showing their previous performance  
 experiences but please note, this is NOT a necessary requirement.

• Discussion of other Performing Arts skills held by candidates would be   
 welcomed. Eg dance, music, design or photography.

It is expected that all successful candidates and award holders will audition for parts in 
all school or relevant year group plays and, if selected, will be part of all school 
productions. In addition to this they are expected to advocate the importance of drama 
in the school curriculum and support other pupils in their dramatic ambitions. It may be 
that award holders are involved in at least one other Drama event within an academic 
year.

References

Candidates will be required to obtain a reference from their current Drama teacher 
(either in school or out-with), detailing their contribution to Drama and general attitude 
and approach. This should be emailed, prior to interview, to 

Sabina Okech
sokech@peponischool.org
Head of Drama 
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All Round Scholarships

Pupils are expected to sit the compulsory academic papers that are presented for an 
academic award. Candidates should then choose two specialist areas to form part of 
their full assessment for an All-Round Award.  These areas include:

Sport 

Music 

Art 

Drama

They will also be interviewed by a panel of the Election Committee.

William B Yeats (1865 – 1939)

Education is not the filling of a pail, 
but the lighting of a fire.

3.
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Timetable for the Scholarship

10am    Welcome by the Headmaster, the Housemasters and    
  Housemistresses, and he  Head of School 

10.30am  Introduction to the General Paper 

11.00am  Mathematics I / II

12.30pm  Lunch 

1.30pm  English I / II

3.00pm  Break  

3.30pm  Science (Academic Scholarship)
  Interview for Specialist Awards

4.45pm   Finish the formal part of the day

5.00pm  Evening activities

Academic and Specialists Awards

Friday, 14 January 2022
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7.30am  Breakfast 

8.15am  The General Paper 
  
10.00am  Interviews for Academic Awards 

11.30am  History 

12.15pm  Geography 

1.00pm Lunch 

1.45pm  Option One Paper 

3.00pm  Option Two Paper

Academic Awards and Specialist

Saturday , 15 January 2022

Specialist Assessment

9.00am – 1.00pm Art

9.00am – 1pm  Music Auditions continue 

1pm – 5pm  Sport

9am – 1pm  Drama Auditions 

9am – 1.00pm  Interviews for All-Rounder Awards 

Specialist

Sunday, 16 January 2022





Peponi School

PO Box 236, Ruiru 00232
+(254) 020 354 6456

+(254) 0733 615 139; +(254) 0722 287 248

@peponi_school Peponi School peponi_school@peponischool


