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The Headmaster’s Address

One of  the television programmes that dominated 
my teenage years was the American science 

fiction series ‘Star Trek’. Star Trek entered the world 
of  television in 1966 and became – very quickly a 
house hold favorite.  Its appeal, I think, was that it 
was popular across generations.  As a small child I 
used to watch it – yes, in black and white, with my 
grandparents – who seemed to enjoy it as much as 
myself.  Although neither of  them could resist a tut 
at the opening line “to boldly go” and would ensure 
that I would never split my infinitive.  I have fond 
memories of  the programme and of  Captain Kirk 
demanding yet more of  his hard-pressed ship and its 
crew, and the exasperated chief  engineer Scotty bluntly 
informing him ‘Ye canna change the laws of  physics’. 

Yet that’s the principle that seemed to be at stake 
some 400 years ago, when the mathematician 
and scientist Galileo Galilei was ordered to keep 
silent about his astronomical observations and his 
conclusion that the earth revolved around the sun 
and not vice versa. 

Nicholaus Copernicus had already some years early 
made his observations public and topical debate 
amongst scientists throughout Europe was on the 
idea that the sun was at the centre of  the universe. 
It was Galileo that really took on the church.  Who 
could know what would be the consequences if  
people were suddenly told they were no longer the 
centre of  the universe? Many at the time regarded 
it as both bad physics and bad faith, so that Galileo 
was accused of  heresy. 

In 1633 Galileo was called to Rome to defend his book – Dialogue – in front of  the Pope. 
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The Headmaster’s Address

Sadly, Galileo was found guilty of  vehemently suspect of  
heresy – fortunately not heresy as this would have meant 
a very painful death.  Galileo was imprisoned and that is 
where he would end his time. His book was banned and 
discredited by the church.  The battle between science 
and religion – particularly the Catholic Church – seems 
to rage on into the twenty first century. The antipathetic 
nature of  the arguments, to me, seem not to be useful 
simply in the sense that little if  any thought is considered 
by either side to the oppositions reasoning. 

 
Yet for many of  us, the sense of  being a tiny part of  
something infinitely bigger is what underpins our own 
faith and it is the same with those who contributed to our 
scriptures. 

The writer of  Psalm 8 celebrates both the wonder of  
the universe and of  God’s care and attention for every 
human being:   

When I consider thy heavens, the work of  thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art 
mindful of  him? And the son of  man, that thou visitest him?

In this verse it is clear that we are marveling at the size of  
God’s creation – the magnificence in our universe – so 
much so that we cannot comprehend its actual size – 
there are no known borders. 

But – with this statement – comes man’s position 
at the centre – either as an individual or as society.  
And it is clear that – rather than being insignificant 
in creation – we are centre to creation.  Scientists 
can doubt whether creation is driven by god; what 
they can’t doubt is man’s authority over creation. 
To me – God placed us here – and placed us in a 
privileged position – and one that would require 
love – Love like that should always make us 
marvel, make us ask how it is that we have found a 
privileged place in the heart of  another; how they 
have chosen to make us the centre of  their lives. 

The laws of  physics are one thing- but the power 
of  love; that is something else.

The book was a conversation between two 
people - one character, named “Simplicio” 
argued on behalf of the church.
This character was portrayed as a 
simpleton - an insult which the pope did 
not take lightly
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From Director of Teaching and Learning

Farewell to Dr du Bois

This term, we bid farewell to Dr du Bois after 
five terms. Dr du Bois joined Peponi School 

as Head of  English in September 2017.  He 
brought with him an infectious enthusiasm and 
great ideas for the school. He is a natural teacher 
who enjoys teaching English to his pupils. His 
rapport with pupils ensured that each and every 
one of  his pupils felt valued.  

Dr du Bois was then promoted to Director 
of  Studies, a role that he carried out with zeal. 
As Director of  Studies, he keenly followed 
pupil progress and gave invaluable advice to 
pupils from all year groups. For the UVI pupils 
applying to university he gave up much of  his 
time offering training especially for the Oxbridge 
applicants and reviewing personal statements.  
For lower school pupils, Dr du Bois played an 
integral part in ensuring pupils stayed on track 
and met their target grades. 

We will sorely miss his pleasant demeanor and 
charisma. He has left a big void at Peponi School.  
We wish him, his wife and their daughters all the 
best in their future endeavours.

Ms Sylvia Meruh
Director of  Teaching and Learning
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Farewell Dr. du Bois

Dr. du Bois started out as the Head of the 
English faculty and has clearly left his 

mark on members of the faculty and the pupils 
that he teaches. He is a worthy colleague and a 
dedicated teacher not to forget a powerful 
Director of Studies.

He is an enigma with unfathomable knowledge 
on every subject under the sun and probably 
under the moon. Alexei is dedicated to his work 
and goes the extra mile for all his pupils be they 
in Year 9 or UVI. 
At a tender age he has accomplished so much 
and the fact that he already has his doctorate is 
a major inspiration to the A Level pupils who 
are promising to follow in his footsteps.
His strongest attribute is the ability to listen, 
understand and empathise with pupils and staff 
alike. 
The UVI English class love the atmosphere 
in his classroom and say that he listens to 
‘everyone’. He genuinely cares about his 
students and lifts the mood with his random 
jokes and smile.

Waruguru says a special ‘Thank you for all the 
books and for being a cool teacher. Your lessons 
were always awesome.’ 
Kanana reflects, “I have never met a teacher 
who is so young, so cool and equally 
knowledgeable.”

“Thank you du Bois for being the most 
supportive, understanding and interactive tutor. 
I’m so happy that you’ve had a positive impact 
on my last two years of school and I don’t know 
how to thank you enough!! You will be missed 
Sir, and I hope South Africa treats you good” – 
Vendela Langbenne

Thank you for BEING YOU!

We wish you well in your new post and believe 
that you will enrich the lives of your pupils the 
way you have touched the hearts of many in 
Peponi School. 
The entire class consider him much more than 
a teacher. To them he is a confidant, a friend, a 
sympathetic ear, a guardian angel who checks up 
on his students and above all a mentor who tells 
you that you can do and achieve whatever you 
want.

“Dr du Bois has been a great mentor since he 
joined the school and has helped me so much 
since, He’ll be missed a lot.” – Jordan Mtui

“Dr Du Bois is one of the most amazing teachers/ 
tutors that I have ever met. He has taught 
me values that I will always remember and I 
sincerely can’t thank him enough for that… He is 
such a courageous, optimistic person who brings 
so much positivity and good energy when he 
realised that someone is not in the mood and I 
would like to wish him all the best for his future 
endeavours and I hope we will see each other 
soon. See you Sir” – Alex Limo Moi

“Thank you for making life in school really 
fun. You’re an inspiration to us all and I wish 
you the best in South Africa!” – Mia Jooste
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Honours & Awards

Mathematics Faculty
Mathematics Faculty is proud to award 
commendations to the following Year 11 pupils 
for taking their IGCSE Mathematics Examination 
early in June last ear (at year 10 ) and scored an A* 
with a high mark of  over 90%. 
1. Savannah Tawk 98%
2. Jonathan Uwase 97%
3. Simran Raikundalia 94%
4. Rhea Shah 93%
5. Sean Koome 92%
6. Jadyn Chowdhury 92%
7. Tanisha Doshi 91%
8. Shay Shah 91%

LVI & UVI pupils for taking their A Level 
Mathematics Examination early in January this 
year and scoring an A* with a high mark of  over 
90% in C34. 

Humanities Faculty
The listed pupils produced excellent research pieces 
in Economics and were awarded commendation 
certificates,

1. Stuart Gitau, LVI. A well done article on 
‘The Solutions to Public Transport Problems in 
Kenya’.

2. Samuel Kinuthia LVI.  An impeccable 
research on the description of  ‘The Nature of  
Bitcoin Mining’.

Science Faculty 
The Biology department is delighted to award 
Biology Commendations to the following Year 10 
Pupils:

1. Joy Mugo for an excellently researched 
essay on Synthetic Blood.

2. Maya Oluoch-Olunya for an excellent 
research essay on  ‘’Blood Products and 
Their Uses’’

The following pupils participated in Pascal 
International Mathematics Contest from Waterloo 
University on 27-2-2019 and got a distinction:

YEAR 10 Pascal Mathematics Contest

1. Pascha Hulsmann
2. Kian Patel
3. Anders Rame
4. Shrey Haria
5. Lakhia Hulsmann
6. Ishaan Raja
7. Niah Shah

8. Isabella Tilstone

The following pupils participated in Strathmore 
University National IGCSE Mathematics 
Contest on 8-3-2019 and won medals in their 
respective year groups:
Year 9 Boys
1. Ronav Shah-Gold
2. Maanav Shah-.Silver
3. John Kajubi-Bronze
Year 9 Girls
1. Neha Shah-Gold
Year 10 Boys
1. Pascha Hulsmann-Gold
Year 10 Girls
1. Ria Patel.-Gold
2. Niah Shah-Silver
3. Amrita Suri -Bronze

LVI
1. Ankit Patel 198/200 = 99%
2. Aniket Shah 183/200 = 92%
3. Mihir Pattni 180/200 = 90 %
 
UVI
1. Saman Patel 184/200 = 92%
2. Waruguru Kibuga 180/200 = 90%
3. Aarnav Shah 185/200 = 93%
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Honours & Awards

LONDON COLLEGE OF MUSIC EXAMINATIONS (LCM)

Towards the end of  January, we once again hosted the London College of  Music examinations. As a public centre, 
many of  our candidates are external. 

We congratulate the following Peponi pupils for their success in these examinations:
•	 Layla Abdullatif  Popular Music Vocals  Grade 3  Merit
•	 Riani Shah  Ukulele   Grade 3  Distinction
•	 Ashley Kogo  Popular Music Vocals Grade 4  Pass
•	 Heeray Shah  Rock Guitar  Grade 4  Merit
•	 Georgia Fernandes Drum-kit  Grade 5  Merit
•	 Ronav Vora  Drum-kit  Grade 8  Merit
•	 Pranav Sumaria  Drum-kit  Grade 8  Distinction
•	 Rhea Shah  Drum-kit  Grade 8  Distinction
•	 Zara Vorley  Acoustic Guitar  DipLCM Approved

Of  particular mention is Rhea Shah who, having already passed her Grade 8 ABRSM in Piano and 
Alto Saxophone is the first ever Peponi pupil to achieve Grade 8 examinations in three instruments.  
Equally, Zara Vorley is the first ever pupil to successfully pass a Diploma examination whilst still at the school. As 
a result, she can now add the initials DipLCM after her name!

MUSIC COLOURS

ACHIEVEMENT, COMMITMENT & 
PARTICIPATION

YEAR 9
• Dia Khimasia - HALF
• Miranda Kansiime - HALF
• Neha Shah - HALF
• Anaya Jessa – HALF
• Layla Abdullatif  – HALF
• Zenzele Oluoch-Olunya – HALF

• Deron Kajubi - HALF

YEAR 10
• Oliver Sieyes – HALF
• Ariana Mehta – HALF
• Tiya Singh – FULL
• Maya Oluoch-Olunya - FULL

YEAR 11
• Pranav Sumaria – HALF
• Tara Mann – HALF

• Rayana Oyando - FULL
• Simran Raikundalia – FULL

• Rhea Shah – FULL

LVI
• Denzel Matikinyidze – FULL
• Max Rombouts – FULL
• Mwai M’mbijjewe - FULL
• Nyakio Wainaina – FULL

• Imani Ager – FULL

UVI
• Olivia Kairu - HALF
• Georgia Fernandes - HALF
• Nikita Acharya – HALF
• Rushil Malde – FULL
• Brij Shah - FULL
• Tasha Mann - FULL
• Waruguru Kibuga - FULL
• Zara Vorley - FULL

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
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Honours & Awards

MSMUN 2019 
26th MSMUN Conference held at the 

United Nations on 29th January 2019 

Peponi School obtained 4 awards: 

•	 Kian Patel -Best Resolution and 
Best Delegate in the Ecology 
Committee,

•	 Anders Rame - Best Resolution 
and Best Delegate in Security 
Council

•	 Pascha Hulsmann - Best Speaker 
in the Ecology Committee 

•	  Tiya Singh - Best Resolution in 
the Human Rights Committee.

 Special mention goes to Kian Patel for 
the opportunity to be a Junior Chair 
during the conference. 

EAMUN 2019
The conference was held on 20th 
February 2019

•	 Tanisha Doshi- Best Resolution 
award for the Human Rights 
committee

•	 Rushabh Shah- Best Delegate 
MCC committee 

•	 Matikudza Chiromo- 
Honourable Mention Special 
Summit committee 

Sports Department 
Junior Hockey
Commendations

1. Horeja Ndow
2. Niah Shah
3. Ria Patel
4. Joy Mugo
5. Siana Devani
6. Anders Rame

7. Leo Zurovac

Colours

Re-Award 

1. Nyakio Koome
2. Zuena Kanja
3. Oliver Sieyes

4. Shrey Haria

Girls’ Football
Commendations

1. Miranda Kansiime

2. Palvi Shah

Colours
1. Abigail Nyamweya

2. Nicole Asiimwe

Basketball
Commendations

1. Vince Shrier
2. Elijah Baingana

3. Peter Marshall

Colours
1. Elias Schlesinger

2. Jason Ciera

Swimming
Commendations

1. Julian Colville

2. Kush Patel

Seniors Hockey
Commendations

1. Reyan Vora
2. Shay Shah
3. Saman Patel
4. Sean Koome
5. Mwai Githinji
6. Harsh Shah
7. Karani Nyamu
8. Rayana Oyando
9. Sonia Muriu
10. Grace kamau

Half  Colours
1. Aman Vora
2. Brian Ngugi

3. Stuart Gitau

Full Colours Re-Award
1. Christian Ringler
2. Georgia Fernandes
3. Vendela Langbjenne
4. Isha Patel

Full Colour 

5. Waruguru Kibuga

Basketball 
Commendations

1. Dean Bayebe, 
2. Thulani Muya, 
3.  Kinyua, Matthew 
4. Simon Kavutse, 
5. 

Half  Colours

1. Kenny Mahoro, 
2. Kofi Ejuku- Ejalu,  
3. John Schrier 

Full Colours 

1. Evans Tumwesigye

Girls’ Football
Commendations

1. Faith Arina
2. Katrina-Sarah 

Ssangalyambogo
3. Carla Byarugaba

Half  Colours

1. Wanjiku Wachira
2. Katrina Muthama

Swimming
Half  Colours

1. Savannah Tawk

2. Elena Kontos

3. Errol King
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Business Trip To Mediamax Network

On the 8th of February Mr Tanui, Mr Mbithi and 
Mr Nduati accompanied the Year 11 Business 

Studies pupils to the Mediamax Network Limited, 
where we learned about the various aspects of how 
the business is run including the history, growth, 
organisational structure and much more. 
Upon arrival the CEO of Mediamax along with 
the Head of the Human Resource and Marketing 
departments briefed us about the business and its 
existing operations. Two pupils were generously given 
two free t-shirts, sponsored by Milele FM and K24 
TV, after winning a quiz. In the meeting room we 
were told about the company’s marketing strategy 
and its increasing number of competitors, one of 
them including social media. In addition to this we 
learned about where their source of income comes 
from considering the fact that their newspapers 
are distributed for free, for example People Daily 
Newspaper.
As we toured around the headquarters, we were 
fascinated at how big it was and the number 
of processes that need to be carried out before 
broadcasting the news. 

The newsrooms were uniquely and creatively 
designed and were beautifully decorated. A few of 
the boys and Mr Nduati had the opportunity to 
sit in front of the cameras and gain the experience 
of being a news anchor. We were also shown the 
control centres in which we saw the processes of 
sound and image editing being carried out for 
numerous channels.
Finally, as per our request we were lucky enough 
to have the chance to go through a recording 
studio that was on air.  We were fortunate to see 
an artist- Madini Classic, who is a well-known 
Kenyan singer. 
I would like to thank the business department; 
Mr. Tanui, Mr. Mbithi and Mr. Nduati for 
accompanying us. Many thanks to Mr. Fernandes 
CEO, Mediamax Network Limited  for 
extending an invitation to the group, as well as 
facilitating our visit.
To conclude it was a fabulous experience and we 
would definitely go back again! 

Written by Simran Raikundalia, Year 11
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School Counsellor News and Updates

We had a fantastic turn out on Tuesday 5th of  
March during the  parents information talk 

evening with all Year 9 and 10 pupils present, as 
well as some parents from all year groups. Our guest 
speaker was Dr. Karianjahi, a paediatrician from 
Gertrude’s Children’s Hospital, she runs the All Stars 
Teen clinic within the hospital. She took us through 
the common drugs and symptoms of  drug use.

Both students and parents had good questions and 
feedback for us, as well as insights into this problem 
we are facing. Thank you for all who came. We are 
working with the IT department to create an online 
platform for those parents who are far away and 
would still like to benefit from such talks.

We appreciate the feedback and as Peponi continue 
to strive for truth and solutions to ongoing 
challenges. 

School Counsellors of  Kenyan Schools organise an 
INSET and group supervision at least once a term. 
We held one this term on Friday 8th of  February. As 
School Counsellor, I hosted the INSET where over 
18 schools were represented. The topics discussed 
included The Blue Whale Challenge, Self  Harm- School 
Counsellor’s resource, group discussions on the effects 
of  mobile phone on unborn babies, our children and 
adults (latest research). We had a guest speaker from 
Kenya Association of  International Schools who 
briefed us on the Teachers Commission Requirements. 

It was a fantastic day well spent as we discussed the 
issues we as school counsellors are facing and the 
different and amazing ways we deal with them. Thank 
you to Peponi School team for making this possible 
with such organisation and support.

Alexandra Vaporidis
The School CounsellorParents and pupils listening keenly to 

Dr. Karianjahi

Counsellors sharing best practice

A wise person knows that there is something to be 
learned from everyone

Counsellors INSET

Parents Information Evening
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Young Musicians Competition 2019

Whilst this is a very busy term, with a major 
school production, we once again took part 

in the annual Young Musicians Competition, held 
at Kenton College, and now in its 23rd year. This 
edition featured almost seventy entries from a wide 
variety of Kenyan and International schools. 
In addition, and highlighting the fact that it is 
technically open to any East African resident, there 
were two entries from Kampala, Uganda. 

Our pupils participating were the following:
Neha Shah (Piano), Dia Khimasia (Piano) and 
Rohaan Maini (Piano) in the Junior category, 
Nyakio Wainaina (Flute) and Simran Raikundalia 
(Flute) in the Intermediate category, Maya Oluoch-
Olunya & Tiya Singh as part of a violin quartet in 
the Senior ensemble category.
Brij Shah (Alto Saxophone) and Imani Ager (Cello) 
in the Senior category. 

I am delighted to announce that Nyakio and Simran 
both got through to the Final of the Intermediate 
solo, whilst Brij Shah successfully got through to the 
Final of the Senior solo. Furthermore, Maya & Tiya 
won the Senior ensemble, whilst Imani Ager was 
the overall winner of the Senior solo category. As a 
result, Imani will hopefully have the opportunity to 
perform a solo with Nairobi Orchestra!
Well done to all pupils taking part and we hope to 
do even better next year.

James Laight
Director of Music

 Brij Shah playing the Alto saxophone and  
Imani Ager the overall winner of the Senior solo 
category.

10



World Scholar’s Nairobi Round 
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Lower Sixth Geography Trip to Naivasha

On the 7th of  February 2019 the Lower VI Geography class 
was privileged enough to travel to the Elsamere Research 

Lodge in Naivasha. 

After a long and tiring bus ride, we reached the lodge, put 
our bags away into our rooms and immediately headed out to 
a nearby flower farm to learn about the various techniques, 
exports and activities that occur in that flower farm. After 
thanking the supervisor who showed us around, we headed 
back to the lodge for lunch, excited for the oncoming boat 
ride. Running down to the river front everyone bubbled with 
excitement as we got onto the boat ready for the ride in the lake 
alongside with learning about the history and very nature of  
lake Naivasha.

The next day awaited a very action packed and eventful agenda 
as we planned to go visit Hells Gate national park and do the 
gorge walk. The purpose of  this was to study the types of  
erosion and how they affect the nature of  the rocks. The day 
consisted mostly of  walking and enjoying the beautiful scenery 
around us. 

However, sadly we had to leave the park, and head back to 
the daily routine of  school yet again. This trip was a complete 
success and I can say on behalf  of  everyone, this was by far 
one of  the best Geography trips we have been on, as we learnt 
quite a lot of  information whilst having fun and bonding with 
one another.

We would like to thank Ms Meruh, Ms Litoro and Mr Eric 
Kanyiri for organising and taking us on such a fun and brilliant 
trip.

By: Maria Blunsum
Lower Sixth
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Lower Sixth Geography Trip to Naivasha
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Year 9 Convocation 

A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go back to its old dimensions.
Oliver Wendell Holmes

“I enjoyed the variety 
of adventure and 
chances to learn 
something new.” 

Miranda Kansiime 
9 SAO

“I enjoyed learning 
about nature in 

Kenya  and Wangari 
Maathai’s fight for the 

forest.”

Jasmijn Holtus 
9 MWW

“I loved the Kayaking, 
Canyoning and Water-

rafting. They were 
really fun.”

Julian Colville 
9 JHD

“The part I liked most 
in the convocation 

was jumping from the 
waterfall which was 

scary at first but then 
it became fun.”

Mauro Frontini 
9 MWM

“I enjoyed getting to 
know my year group 

and teambuilding with 
them.”

Tanaya Patel  
9 SRK
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Year 9 Convocation
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“I really enjoyed learning 
about different types of trees 
planted in Karura and the 

nature trail at Wildlife Club”

Dennis Kuria 
9 CGK

“It was a great leaning 
experience about wildlife 

and nature.”

James Yongo 
9 JHD

“Not only was it a fun 
trip but it was also really 
informative and I learnt 

alot.”

Muthoni Githinji 
9 MWM 
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EAMUN  2019 Conference

This year’s Special Summit committee was 
attended by Maria Blunsum and Matikudza 

Chiromo. The committee was dedicated to a week 
on intense debate on different topics such as 
whether or not abortion should be legal and whether 
or not the world should place all efforts on to global 
warming. 

The Special Summit committee is one where 
delegates receive the opportunity to speak more 
openly on current global topics in an environment 
where they are challenged on the opinions they give. 
The first day was filled with introductions to the 
chair and the delegates to each other. 

Some speakers were extremely confident amongst 
strangers whilst others were more quiet and reserved 
but Maria and Mati managed to engage in the 

debates well and establish decisive arguments in front of  
the group of  90 different delegates. 

The debating atmosphere ranged from very serious to 
more jovial as the chair was extremely approachable 
and could range from securing the order in the room to 
making everyone comfortable and confident enough to 
speak up. 

The week ended with new friendships established 
between delegates and a boost in the confidence levels 
of  many people who were given the opportunity to voice 
their opinions in an unfamiliar yet welcoming setting, 
including Maria and Mati. 

By Nyakio Wainaina
Lower Sixth

“Leadership is the art of  giving people a platform for spreading ideas that  work”
Seth Godin
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EAMUN  2019 Conference

“You don’t have to be great to start but you have to start to be great”
Zig Ziglar
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Change. We hear about it every day. From 
change in the weather, to change all around 

us and more importantly to the people we love. 
Nevertheless, what really is change? In the 
dictionary, change is defined as being the physical 
or internal distortion of an object or something 
that would have been the same if it were left alone. 
However, for me change has been different from 
your usual Google definition. For me change has 
been tough. However, in life what isn’t?
In my life as well as most of yours, 

I have experienced loss and sorrow from loss 
of a family member, pet or even friends. From 
grandparents that I had never got to know and 
meet. To the changes in our ecosystems and the 
ever-growing problem of global warming. This 
sort of change shall one day cause pandemonium 
and in this case. There is not much else we can do 
about it, what’s done is done. That’s the funny thing 
about life we always expect to move on from life’s 
hard ships and events but at the end of the day we 
always-think back to what if ’s, 
They say history is repeating itself. But I beg to 
differ with every passing year there is someone 
somewhere making a difference in the world 
however small it may be, or however mainstream. 
Change is happening all around us. For example 
getting ever closer to maybe one day finding a cure 
for cancer or even one day the dream of reaching 

Mars is no longer a dream but a reality. 
When it comes to cancer. About a year ago today 
my grandmother was diagnosed with cancer. She 
had to come all the way to Nairobi for treatment. 
And for hours on end, my family would go see her. 
On weekends or whenever we were free and it was 
dreadful watching someone I had loved go through 
such a thing. She was the strongest fighter I ever 
knew but alas, she had fought her battles to the best 
of her abilities but she ended up losing the war.  
For me change has been lethargic and drastic at 
certain points in my life. Right now time is flying 
and the jump from IGCSE’s to A level’s has been 
the largest leap I have ever had to make in my 
academic life. I thought Common Entrance to high 
school was hard it’s funny how wrong I was. For me 
change has had its difficulties from making friends I 
thought would be with me for a long time but now 
they are a thousand kilometres away from you. And 
they become strangers to you, all you can hold on 
to are the memories you shared.
In times of change we are afraid and confused but 
its how you get through that change that makes 
you ten times stronger or weaker that defines your 
character and who you are as a person. 

Rene Mapelu
Lower Sixth

Sixth Form Speeches

“...how you get through that change 
that makes you ten times stronger.. ”
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Sixth Form Speeches

Clare Boothe Luce once said, “Because I am a woman, I 
must make unusual efforts to succeed. If I fail, no one will 

say, “She doesn’t have what it takes.” They will say, “Women 
don’t have what it takes.”
Teaching young women about leadership is becoming an 
increasingly popular topic around the world, and at the 
moment of the 197 countries there are just 23 female presidents 
and prime ministers, and in Africa alone there are only 2. What 
does this say about society? Are we uncomfortable having 
women as our leaders? Are women unwilling to step up and 
become our leaders, because of the stereotyping we as society 
have planted into their minds?
In 2016 a programme called “Girls for Girls” was founded, 
by a group of multinational and multi-cultural women from 
Harvard University, it was inspired by a conversation they had 
where they asked themselves the question, “What is holding 
back women from running for public office and leadership?” 
They decided since they were unable to receive such guidance 
on leadership when they were younger, that they would instead 
begin mentoring young women, in hopes of encouraging 
them to take up roles of leadership. Girls for Girls Global 
Initiative creates a safe space for young girls to be mentored 
through a series of mentorship circles, where they are educated 
on courageous leadership, campaign management, the art of 
communication as well as ethics. The programme officially 
began in July2017, and pilot programmes have been carried out 
in Uganda, Iceland, Mexico, Malaysia and Uzbekistan. Since 
then the initiative is now fully running in many sites in Uganda, 
Kenya, Iceland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Fortunately one of my mums friends, Allen Asiimwe is amongst 
the founders of girls for girls, and my mum has been able to 
work closely with the programme. She was inspired to work 
with the girls for girls global initiative because of her own 
personal experience. As a young girl in government school in 
Uganda Annette sat at the back of the class silenced by her 
teachers who brought it upon themselves to instill fear in 
those who dared to speak. Talking was punishable by canings, 
and many young students did not believe they had the ability 
to speak up or stand up for what they believed in. Anette 
continued to sit in silence despite her having very bright ideas. 
Nevertheless several years later she was able to break glass 
ceilings and find herself as the managing director of one of the 
leading investment management firms in Africa. Had she had 

mentors along the way encouraging her to speak up and be 
confident, she might have not found it’s so difficult to excel in 
a field dominated by men.
I have been fortunate enough to sit in on some of the 
mentorship circles in Uganda and hear some of the mentors’ 
stories about how they got to their leadership roles today. 
It was very intriguing to discover that simple things like 
networking and confidence can go a long way in steering you 
to a path of leadership. Most recently Mati, Nyakio, Jahzara 
and myself were able to support the mentors at the Salama 
Gachie Community School. It is a school that brings together 
children from the Gachie slums. The school was started to 
encourage children in the community whose parents were not 
sending them to school, either because they could not afford 
it or they did not see the value in education. The girls have 
only been through two mentorship sessions but are already 
showing positive signs of increased confidence.
The stereotypical leader is always thought to be the loudest 
and most outspoken, however this is not always the case. 
Some of the most influential people, have not been the 
loudest but the most dedicated. Rachel Carson, a very quiet 
person, catalysed the global environmental movement 
with her book Silent Spring written in 1962. Where she 
spoke about the dangers of chemical pesticides, the book 
led to a nationwide ban on DDT and other pesticides and 
sparked the movement that led to the creation of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency. Rachel Carson was 
extremely devoted and passionate about her work and did not 
need to be the loudest person in the room to get across her 
point.
What does this mean for us? As women we should not be 
silenced, we should not wait for opportunities to rise and 
instead search for such opportunities ourselves`. We should 
not assume we cannot take up a leadership role because we are 
not the loudest in the room, dedication and hard work can 
go a long way in shaping us to be leaders. Certain guidance 
through formal or informal mentorship can also aid in giving 
us the confidence and motivation we need to become great 
leaders.

Dasha Mulira
Lower Sixth
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Sports Update 

U17 Boys Hockey team in a home fixture against ISK. The 
team has had a good season winning all their fixture. 

Nyakio Koome played a crucial role in the U17 Hillcrest 
tournament as Peponi Colts emerged eventual Winners

There were new winners in the Peponi Under 14 boys’ and girls’ hockey tournament 
when our sides failed to progress past the group stages. The two sides finished 3rd 

in their respective groups to miss out a place in the semis. 
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Sports Update 

Our basketball teams made history when they were crowned the 
champions of the KAIISSO U17 and U19 Basketball. This was 

the first time that Peponi was winning a major basketball tourna-
ment. This came up as a result of hard work from both the pupils 
and the coaches. During the U17 tournament, Koffi Ejalu was 

adjudged the MVP. 
The Colts team was however unlucky not to get into the 
final as they went down by a basket to eventual winners 
BGR. 

Girls’ football sides were once again impressive registering a number of wins in their matches. 
The 1st XI team won five out of the six matches they played, while the Colts won four. They were 
however, unlucky to finish outside the medal bracket in the KAIISSO Tournaments by being 
knocked out in the semis.
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U17 Boys Basketball are KAIISSO Division 1 2019 
Champions. This was after registering impressive 
results throughout the season.

Colts Girls complete their season by retaining the 
KAIISSO U15 Premiership title to complete a 
quadruple this season.

Sports Update 

Open Boys Basketball are the 2019 KAIISSO 
Division 1 Champions.

The U17 Boys and Girls were crowned winners in 
the annual Hillcrest Tournament 2019 Edition.

Julian Colville was outstanding in the swimming 
meets this season.

Ngina Kenyatta, Dia Khimasia, Inaaya Khawaja 
and Tana Simkin represented Peponi Relay team 
at the Oshwal Academy Inter School invitational 
swimming gala.
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Sports Update 

Chala, Elementaita dominate Inter-house tournaments

Chala House dethroned 
Magadi by half a basket 

in both Junior and 
Senior Basketball.

Girls’ football winners 
had to be determined 
on penalty shootouts 

with Elementaita 
carrying the day
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Peponi School Presents:
Cabaret

“Coming in the next edition”

An outstanding musical performance 
by Peponi School

“Life is a Cabaret...”
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March

April

2019  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

KAIS INSET (ICT) 
at Premier Academy 
9:00am

Inter House Swim-
ming Gala 1:30pm

Senior Inter House 
Boys’ Basketball 
1:30pm

Senior Inter House 
Girls’ Football 
3:00pm 

7th Collections for 
Year 9, 10, 11 & VIth 
Form -
Subject Grades/
Comments Entered 
5:15pm 

Junior Inter House 
Boys’ Basketball 
 3:00pm

Junior Inter House 
Girls’ Football 
3:00pm 

Inter House Hockey 
(Whole School) City 
Park 12:00noon 

Heads’ of Year Meet-
ing 1:30pm

7th Collections 
Tutor Report for all 
Years
Year 9, 10, 11 & 
VIth Form Entered 
5.15pm 

End of Term Con-
cert  
7:30pm

Battle of the Bands 
at GEMS School
Housemasters’ 
Meeting 4:15pm

Everest Basecamp 
Expedition Departs

Final Assembly 
9:00am

Term Ends 10:00am

Upper VIth 
Parent-Teacher 
Meetings   10:30am 
– 12:00noon 

6th Collections 
Tutor Report for
Year 9, 10, 11 & VIth 
Form Emailed 
to Parents 

History and Geog-
raphy International 
Trip to China
Departs 5:00pm

Young Musicians 
Competition - Pre-
liminaries at
Kenton College 

Kayaking Trip

PESTS Trip 
TsavoDeparts

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
KAIS INSET (PSHE) 
at Nairobi Academy 
9:00am

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Term Begins Heads’ of Faculty 
Meeting 1:30pm 
IGCSE Art & Design 
Broad-Based As-
signment

IGCSE Art & Design 
Broad-Based As-
signment
Heads’ of Years 
Meeting 1:45pm
Housemasters’ 
Meeting 4:15pm
Cabaret Cast & 
Crew Party at the 
Headmaster’s House 
7:00pm 

Good Friday

W
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k 
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B
W
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k 

12
W

ee
k 

1A

TRINITY
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Communication 
Please visit our new website:   
www.peponischool.org. 
Please follow us on twitter:   
https://twitter.com/peponi_school 
Please follow us on instagram:   
https://www.instagram.com/peponischool/ 
Please follow us on facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/peponischool/  

Calendar Dates
HILARY 2019

Term Ends: Friday, 22nd March
 

TRINITY 2019
Boarders Return: Sunday, 14th April

Term Begins: 
Monday, 15th April

Term Ends: Friday, 28th June 

MICHAELMAS 2019
Boarders Return: Monday, 26th August 
Term Begins: Tuesday, 27th August
Half  Term: Begins, Friday, 11th October 

Boarders Return: Sunday, 20th October Term 
Restarts: Monday, 21st October Term Ends: 

Friday, 6th December

Contacts
Should you need to contact  the 
School, please email both  the Head 
of  Year and your  child’s House-
master/mistress,  using the follow-
ing addresses: 
For all academic matters  please 
contact the: 
 
For all Sixth Form matters 
Mr David  Kimani 
ho6@peponischool.org  
For pupils in Years 10  and 11 Mrs 
Claire  Nightingale    
HoY10&11@peponischool.org 
For pupils in Year 9  
Ms Mercy Wambugu 
HoY9@peponischool.org  

Chala House 
chalahouse@peponischool.org 
0722 434 863  
Elementaita House 
elementaitahouse@peponischool.org 
0735 270 575  
Jipe House 
jipehouse@peponischool.org 
0733 690 395  
Magadi House 
magadihouse@peponischool.org 
0701 210 840  
Senior Girls Boarding House            
seniorgirls@peponischool.org  
Senior Boys Boarding House   
seniorboys@peponischool.org 

In the event that you need to  
contact the school urgently,  
please call the main office.  
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